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Israel i-Egyptia it talks snag 

TEL AVIV (R) — Diplomatic snags hit talks between Is rad and Egypt to 
end the seven-year-old Taba border dispute Tuesday but Israeli off]dais 
said there was no crisis. Israel Radio sold the Egyptian delegation head left 
in anger Tuesday because or the way his Israeli counterpart reacted to the 
Egyptian's arrival 45 minutes late. It did not elaborate. But the Israeli 
foreign ministry, reporting progress in the talks, said the day had ended 
whh a Friendly handshake. The Egyptians had earlier been angered 
because the Israelis failed to tell them in advance they were planning to 
leave the tiny Red Sea beach strip to report to the foreign ministry. Israeli 
spokesman Aion Lid said there might have been a misunderstanding over 
the timing of the trip and other administrative arrangements. “It is dear to 
us there is no crisis in the talks and there is even real progress on a series of 
issues related to access to the Taba area,” he added, declining to go into 
details about the walkout. A series of disputes between the delegations has 
delayed Israel's pullout from Taba which it retained alter withdrawing 
from the rest of Sinai in 1982. International arbitrators ruled last year that 
Egypt had sovereignty over the 7Q0-melre beach. 
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Kuwaiti, Iraqi leaders hold talks 

BAGHDAD iR) — Kuwaiti and Iraqi leaders met Tuesday for talks which 
focused on peace talks between Baghdad and Tehran, the Iraqi News 
Agency (IN AI said. It said Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Ai 
Abdullah Al Sabah and the vice-chairman or the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council. Izzat Ibrahim, held two meetings. One dealt with 
“matters of mafuai concern” and the other centred on “the U.N.- 
sponsored negotiations between Iraq and its Gnlf war foe Iran,” IN A said. 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tarcq Azu and his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar 
Velayati are due to hold separate talks with U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cudlar in New York {see page 2). INA said other discussions 
Tuesday covered events in the Middle East, including Lebanon. Western 
diplomats in Kuwait told Reuters that Kuwait wanted to resolve a 
long-standing border issue with Iraq. An Arab diplomat told Reuters 
Sheikh Sabah's talks in Baghdad were expected to cover relations between 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, of which Kuwait is a member, and a 
proposed Arab Cooperation Council grouping Iraq, Egypt. Jordan and 
North Yemen. 


Volume 14 Number 4006 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 8,1989, RAJ AB 1, 1409 


Qasem: Arabs ready 
for peace, Israel 
should respond 


By Alistair Lyon 

Reuters 

AMMAN — Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al Qasem said 
Tuesday the Arabs and Palestinians had 
demonstrated their readiness for peace and 
urged Israel to do the same. 

“The Arab side has finally 
come to a coherent position re¬ 
garding the requirements for 
peace.” Qasem told Reuters in an 
interview. "For a long time peo¬ 
ple could hide behind Arab nega¬ 
tivism. but this time the other 
side (Israel) is exposed.” 

He said Jordan’s disengage¬ 
ment from the occupied West 
Bank and the Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation's acceptance of 
U.S. conditions for a U.S.-PLO 
dialogue had cleared the way for 
an international peace conference 
under U.N. auspices. 

“The PLO has clearly accepted 
a political settlement based on 
(U.N. Security Council Resolu¬ 
tions) 242 and 338 and the right of 
all in the region to exist in peace 
and security." he said. 

“Is the other side readv to 4 , rw«« 

accept 242 and 338 which prodded mrv,an Al Qasem 
for the return of the territories month-old Palestinian uprising in 
occupied in 1967 in return for a the West Bank and Gaza was a 
genuine and comprehensive form of terrorism, 
peace?” He said there was a danger that 

Qasem said Israel had failed to Israel would try to derail the 
persuade the world that the 14- U.S.-PLO dialogue by blaming 



[ LAST-MINUTE > NEWS j 

S. Arabia seeks Egypt’s Arab League return 

NICOSIA (R) — King Fahd of Saudi Arabia is campaigning actively 
for Egypt's readmission to the Arab League, a Saudi official said 
Tuesday. The official, quoted by the Saudi Press Agency, said Saudi 
Arabia asked at an Arab League summit in Algiers in June 1987 for 
Egypt's return.“King Fahd announced his request at the summit. (He) 
has exerted and will continue to exert efforts to achieve his request,” 
the official said. 

Pakistan mediating Saudi-lranian rift 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran hopes for early restoration of diplomatic ties 
with Saudi Arabia through Pakistani mediation, a leading parlia¬ 
mentarian said Tuesday. Saudi Arabia broke diplomatic relations 
with Iran last April, accusing Tehran of hostility following riots in 
Mecca during the annual pilgrimage in July 1987. In an interview with 
the Iranian news agency LRNA, Sadeq Khaikhali, head of Iran's 
parliamentary foreign relations committee, praised Pakistani Foreign 
Minis ter Safaabzada Yaqub Khan for efforts to resolve the row 
between Tehran and Riyadh. He said he hoped the initiative would 
succeed and Iran and Saudi Arabia would issue a joint statement. 

Senator says White House report clears Tower 

WASHINGTON (R> — The Senior Republican on the Senate Armed 
Services Committee said Tuesday a White House report on John 
Tower contained no basis to disqualify him as President Bush's 
nominee for defence secretary. Senator John Warner told reporters 
that “the evidence... does not provide the basis for any disqualifica¬ 
tion.” The Federal Bureau of Investigation since last Thursday had 
investigated new allegations involving Tower's personal life, and as a 
result his Senate confirmation was delayed. 

France calls for Lebanese election 

BEIRUT (AP) — French emissary Jean-Franco is Deniau said Tuesday 
his government supports early presidential elections to end a political 
crisis that threatens to cement the partition of Lebanon into sectarian 
cantons. “We support the election of a president soon,” Deniau told 
reporters after meetings with Lebanese leaders in west Beirut. “Arab 
efforts that we support fall within this framework,” he added, 
referring to a six-member Arab League committee formed last month 
and charged with mediating a Lebanese settlement. The French 
emissary, who has been in Beirut since Friday, met Tuesday with 
acting Prime Minister Salim Al Hoss and Nabih Bern, who leads the 
mainstream Shi'ite Amcal militia and holds the justice portfolio in 
Hoss’ government. He had met in east Beirut with army commander 
Michel Aoun, who heads the military cabinet in Lebanon's dual 
p government 

\ Disarmament conference opens session 

•; J " - ,| l*' 

- 1 jii*- GENEVA (AP) — The Geneva conference on disarmament opened its 

• i% r if 1989 session Tuesday with a message from U.N. Secretary-General 

^ .Sf* Javier Perez de Cuellar urging faster work on a global ban on 

.■ : f j j chemical weapons. In his message, Perez de Cuellar noted that last 

: j Y month's special Paris conference on chemical weapons, attended by 

." ,jV 149 countries, reflected the world community’s consensus to conclude 

3^ jt? a ban at the earliest date. “I very much hope that that this 

■ n---' ■ j f” commitment, undertaken at such a high political level, will accelerate 

.>' [r j & the pace of your negotiations,” said the message read at the opening 

meeting. 

$ "‘ft S. African detainees vow fast to death 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Scores of South African political detainees 
held without trial in Johannesburg jails announced Tuesday that they 
would starve themselves to death unless the government let them go. 
Twenty anti-apartheid detainees in Johannesburg are already In the 
third week of a fast and approaching a critical stage while 53 stopped 
taking food a week ago. In an open tetter to the government released 
Tuesday 118 black detainees said they would join the hunger strike. 
“We are fully aware that various diseases, complications, blindness 
and even death might result from such a hunger strike. However we 
cherish our freedom more deeply,” the strikers said in their letter to 
Law and Order Minister Adriaan VIok. 


PLO leader Yasser Arafat for 
actions by groups he might not 
fully control. 

Israel has officially asked 
Washington to break off the dia¬ 
logue after an attempt Sunday by 
fighters of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Front (PLF) to infiltrate Israel 
from Lebanon. 

In December, Arafat formally 
renounced terrorism, but the 
PLO has reserved the right to 
carry out military operations 
against Israel until it withdraws 
from the West Bank and Gaza. 

Qasem said King Hussein was 
expected to meet U.S. President 
George Bush during the funeral 
of the late Japanese Emperor 
Hirohito in Tokyo this month and 
would not deride on a possible 
visit to Washington until after 
that. 

“The important thing is for the 
U.S. administration to look in 
depth at the PLO’s on-record 
interest in the peace process with¬ 
in the requirements of peace in 
the region.” Qasem said. 

He ruled out any possibility of 
a separate peace between Jordan 
and Israel. 

"The basic conflict is between 
Israel and the Palestinians. When 
(the late Egyptian President 
Anwar) Sadafgor into an experi¬ 
ment (of signing a treaty with 
Israel) on his own, he did not 
solve the Palestinian problem.” 



Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyuis; U.AE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Jordan-Syria Higher Committee to meet 


HM King Hussein 

King to 
attend 
Hirohito 
funeral 

AMMAN (J-T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein will attend the 
funeral of late Emperor Hirohito 
of Japan, the Royal Court 
announced Tuesday. 

The funeral of the emperor, 
who died Jan. 7, is set for Feb. 
24. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan AI 
Qasem told Reuters in an inter¬ 
view Tuesday that the King 
would hold talks with U.S. Presi¬ 
dent George Bush during the two 
leaders' visit to Tokyo to attend 
the funeral. 

According to reports from 
Washington, Bush will also meet 
with Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. The president's talks 
with the Arab leaders will cover 
prospects for peace in the Middle 
East and the role that the U.S. 
could play in settling the Arab- 
Israeli conflict, the reports said. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A joint 
Jordanian-Syrian committee, en¬ 
trusted with preparing for meet¬ 
ings of the Joint Jordanian-Syrian 
Higher Committee. Tuesday 
started meetings to discuss scopes 
of cooperation and coordination 
between the two countries in va¬ 
rious fields. 

The committee will focus on 
means of enhancing commercial 
exchange and increasing its 
volume to reflect the close econo¬ 
mic relations between the two 
countries. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Mohammad 
Al Saqqaf, head of the Jordanian 
delegation to the preparatory 
committee meetings, said the 


committee meetings contribute to 
laying new comer stones of eco¬ 
nomic relations. 

Saqqaf noted that the Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Higher Com¬ 
mittee, which meets Thursday, 
was one of the first joint Arab 
committees and that it had be¬ 
come an example that should be 
emulated. 

Saqqaf voiced satisfaction over 
coordination between Jordan and 
Syria and called for further con¬ 
structive cooperation in various 
fields. 

The head of the Syrian side to 
the preparatory committee meet¬ 
ings. Mohammad Al Sharif, gov¬ 
ernor of the Central Bunk of 
Syria, stressed that the experi¬ 


ence of the Joint Jordanian-Sy¬ 
rian Higher Committee hud al¬ 
ways been and would remain a 
pioneering experience because il 
was based on noble national prin¬ 
ciples 

The Jordanian side to the pre¬ 
paratory committee meetings in¬ 
cluded’ Ministry ot Transport 
Secretary General Mahmoud Al 
Talhouni. Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan Deputy Governor Maher 
Shukri. Jordan’s Ambassador to 
Syria Nuyef Al Hadid and Minis¬ 
try of Industry's Director of Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation and Export 
Promotion Asem Hindawi. in 
addition to other officials from 
the ministries of industry and 
trade and transport and the direc¬ 


tor general of the Jordanian Agri¬ 
cultural Marketing and Proces¬ 
sing Conipjnv. 

The Syrian side to the meetings 
included the deputy transport 
minister, the director general of 
Al Qasyoon company, the direc¬ 
tor general of the Syrian Con¬ 
struction Company, the director 
of the Ministry of Industry and 
External Trade's Economic 
Affairs Department, the director 
of planning at the Supply Minis¬ 
try and ihe director ol the Veget¬ 
ables and Fruit Company. 

The Joint Jordanian-Syrian 
Higher Committee meeting will 
he co-chiurcd hy Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai and his Syrian counter¬ 
part Mahmoud A l Zouhi 


U.S. report ac 
increased human 


accuses Israel of 


rights violations 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States, in its 
1988 human rights report, ac¬ 
cused Israel Tuesday of a “sub¬ 
stantial increase in human 
rights violations,’* mostly in¬ 
volving the Palestinian uprising 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

The report, covering 169 
countries and prepared by the 
State Department, is the most 
detailed analysis of the 14- 
-month-old intifada, which has 
raised serious concerns among 
American Jews, as well as U.S. 
officials. 

TTie report came in testi¬ 
mony before the House of 
Representatives Appropria¬ 
tions Sub-committee on Fore¬ 
ign Operations, which over¬ 


sees U.S. foreign assistance 
allocations, including aid to 
Israel. 

According to the testimony 
from representatives of 
Amnesty International, both 
sides have used violence in the 
uprising, which began in De¬ 
cember 1987, but there have 
been excesses on the Israeli 
side. 

“Demonstrators have 
thrown rocks and Molotov 
cocktails," the Amnesty Inter¬ 
national report said. "Howev¬ 
er, the tactics of the Israeli 
army have exceeded the use of 
reasonable force.” 

It said there have been "hun¬ 
dreds of questionable killings” 
by Israeli forces and that feu- 
have been adequately investi¬ 


gated. 

The Amnesty International 
report — and a report by the 
Lawyers Committee for Hu¬ 
man Rights — questioned the 
use of high velocity bullets hy 
the Israeli forces as well as the 
use of plastic bullets which the 
two organisations said can he 
lethal. 

The State Department re¬ 
port described a partem of 
Israeli behaviour in the West 
Bank and Gaza in which 
Palestinian freedoms and pro¬ 
tections are severely limited 
and often abused. 

The uprising, involving 
young people "“motivated by- 
Palestinian nationalism and a 
desire to bring the occupation 
to an end.” caught Israeli au¬ 


thorities off guard, the report 
said. 

"The Israeli defence forces, 
caught hy surprise and un¬ 
trained and inexperienced in 
riot control, responded in a 
manner which led to a substan¬ 
tial increase in human rights 
violations.'' it said. 

Citing figures compiled by 
the media. Palestinians and the 
Israeli government, the report 
said "3hh Palestinians were kil¬ 
led in 19NK as a result ot the 
uprising, must of them hy the 
(Israeli army), some by 
Israeli settlers.’... over 2«).(KKJ 
Palestinians were wounded or 
injured hy the (army)." 

The report found that 11 
Israelis had been killed in the 
uprising 



Violent protests continue 
in occupied territories 


An Afghan soldier stands guard in downtown 
Kabul as a pedestrian walks past. Right: members 


of the Afghan women’s militia attend a rally in the 
Afghan capital 


Moscow reaffirms strong 
support for Najibullah 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Senior 
Soviet officials Tuesday reaf¬ 
firmed Moscow's backing for 
Afghan President Najibullah and 
said his administration was strong 
enough to repel any attempt by 
guerrillas to overthrow it. 

The officials, including Deputy 
Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev, 
were speaking at a news confer¬ 
ence one week before the last, 
Soviet troops are due to leave 
Afghanistan and as fierce fighting 
was reported across the country. 

"There have been no nuances 
or changes with regard to Presi¬ 
dent Najibullah from the Soviet 
side,” said Rogachev, just back 
after accompanying Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze to 
talks with Pakistani leaders on 
the Afghan question. 

“All the positions we set out in 
Islamabad were dearly coordin¬ 
ated in advance with him,” 
Rogachev said. 

Yury AJexeyev, chief of the 
Foreign Ministry’s Middle East 
Department, said the Afghan 
government “has sufficient 
forces” to handle any onslaught 
by the guerrillas, whose own 
strength was undermined. 

"The government controls, and 
this is decisive, all the big towns 
and dries — Kabul, Herat, Kan¬ 
dahar, Jalalabad and others 
where a large part of the Afghan 


population lives," Alexeyev told 
the news conference. 

Rogachev said the Najibullah 
administration, with which the 
guerrillas refuse to negotiate 
arguing it is communist, would 
continue to strive for national 
reconciliation and the formation 
of a coalition government. 

"But at the same time they 
have the means to deal a military 
rebuff," he said. 

Rebels attacked the airport in 
Afghanistan's second rity and 
Afghan planes pounded guerrilla 
positions in the south as the 
Soviet troop withdrawal moved 
into its final stage, TASS news 
agency reported earlier Tuesday. 

“Dozens of mines and rockets 
•bit Kandahar airport,” TASS 
said, quoting the official Afghan 
news agency Bakhtar. "Eleven 
oppositionists were killed ’ and 
five wounded in the area of the 
airport.” 

It gave no details of damage 
from the attack which it said 
occurred during “the past 24 
' hors.” 

“Afghan aircraft pounded in¬ 
surgents’ positions in the Anjil 
district of Herat province (in the 
south of Afghanistan),” TASS 
added. “Four extremists were kil- 
led and several heavily 
wounded.” 


The clashes were reported as 
Western diplomatic sources in 
Islamabad said the last Soviet 
warplanes based at Kabul airport 
flew home Monday. 

The sources said Soviet war¬ 
planes had also left their other 
two Afghan bases and this prob¬ 
ably meant the Soviet air force in 
Afghanistan had gone home. 
There was no immediate con¬ 
firmation from Moscow. 

TASS said about 30,000 ser¬ 
vicemen bad gone during the last 
few weeks, apparently leaving 
20,000 or so to withdraw by Feb. 
15, the deadline set in last April’s 
U.N.-mediated Geneva accords. 

During Tuesday’s news confer¬ 
ence in Moscow, Alexeyev and 
Rogachev were asked several 
times whether the Soviet air force 
would continue to support 
Afghan government forces by 
bombing guerrilla bases after all 
of Moscow's forces had left tire 
country. 

“I do not know how that ques¬ 
tion arises. There is no reason for 
it,” Alexeyev said. “Perhaps you 
are thinking of food drops?” 
Rogachev asked one questioner. 

"We will strictly observe our 
obligations under the Geneva 
accords,” Alexeyev declared, 
“That is a clear answer to the 
question." 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops shot 
and wounded five Palestinians 
during violent clashes with stone- 
throwing protesters in Rafah and 
Khan Younis refugee camps in 
the occupied Gaza Strip. Palesti¬ 
nians said. 

Hospital officials said the 
wounded included a 15-year-old 
girl in critical condition from a 
bullet wound in the head. 

The Israeli army imposed cur¬ 
fews on Khan Younis, Jabalya 
and Sha’ti refugee camps and 
Beit Lahiya village. In Gaza city 
soldiers arrested six boys aged six 
to 15 for throwing stones, resi¬ 
dents said. 

Palestinians said prisoners in a 
Gaza detention camp staged hun¬ 
ger strike Monday night over 
poor treatment, and soldiers fired 
tear-gas to control them. 

Israel’s Defence Minister Yit¬ 
zhak Rabin says 360 Palestinians 
have been killed, more than 7,000 
wounded and 22,000 arrested 
during the 14-month-old Palesti¬ 
nian uprising in the occupied ter¬ 
ritories, the Itim news agency 
reported. 

Rabin said 30 victims were 
killed by other Arabs. 

Palestinians killed by other 
Arabs during the revolt have 
been suspected of collaborating 
with the Israeli occupation au¬ 
thorities. 

Figures compiled by Reuters 
for the revolt put ihe Arab death 
toll at 383. 

Itim quoted Rabin as saying 
Monday that charges were 
brought against 4,000 of the de¬ 
tained Palestinians. At present 
5,000 were held in Israeli prisons. 

Rabin said 60 per cent of the 
stone-throwing protesters in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip were 
children between the ages of six 
and 14. 

More than 80.000 soldiers and 
reservists have served in the occu¬ 
pied territories to battle the upris¬ 
ing, he was quoted as saying. 

Speaking in the southern town 
of Beersheba, Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir cited a 
poll which he said found that 77 
per cent of Israelis opposed the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state in the occupied territories. 

Shamir said Sunday Israel 
would never allow a Palestinian 
state in the occupied territories 
which he claimed the “land of 
Israel.” 

Opinion poll 

The opinion poll, published 
Tuesday, three in four Israelis 


oppose the formation of a Palesti¬ 
nian state, and four in five say 
such a state would threaten 
Israel's "security." 

The results indicated a slight 
thaw in Israeli attitudes. A simi¬ 
lar survey conducted 10 years ago 
found that 90 per cent opposed 
the formation of a Palestinian 
state and believed it would 
threaten Israel. 

The current survey, conducted 
by the Israel Institute of Applied 
Soria! Research, asked a sample of 
1.192 Israeli Jews if they would 
"accept or oppose the establish¬ 
ment of a Palestinian state." 

Seventy-seven per cent said 
they would oppose a separate 
Palestinian state, and 23 per cent 
said they would accept, the poll 
showed. 

In a second question, the insti- 


lutc asked: "Do you belie\e a 
Palestinian state on the West 
Bank would threaten or not 
threaten the security of the state 
of Israel?” 

About 8U per cent said such a 
state would be threatening. 

"It's still a very high number, 
but there is u certain thawing 
which is very slow... but in a 
dovish direction,” said Elrhu 
Katz, director of the private insti¬ 
tute. 

The survey was taken in Janu¬ 
ary and involved Jews 20 years 
and older. Kaiz said. It was the 
latest in a series begun in 19o7. 
Katz said. 

He said the institute does not 
officially quote a margin of error 
for its surveys but estimated it to 
be a range of three per cent to 
five per cent. 


PLO official dismisses 
Israeli hit at dialogue 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official Tuesday dismissed Israeli 
attempts to convince the United 
Stales to halt its dialogue with the 
organisation and S3id the world 
no longer views the PLO as a 
terrorist organisation. 

Salah Khalaf, a member of 
Fateh's Central Committee, 
spoke to reporters shortly after 
he arrived at Cairo international 
airport for two days of talks with 
Egyptian officials! 

Khalaf said his talks in Cairo 
were part of continued consulta¬ 
tions on the Palestinian issue and 
Arab developments between the 
PLO and Egypt. 

Asked about a campaign by 
.Israeli leaders to convince the 
United States to stop its talks 
with the PLO, Khalaf said: “The 
world now no longer considers 
the PLO a terrorist organisation, 
and the Israeli position is not new 
on the international field. Israel is 
against any dialogue with the 
PLO." 

The U.S.-PLO dialogue was 
launched in December after a 
13-year hiatus, following PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's formal 
declaration that lie recognised 
Israel and renounced terrorism. 

Western diplomats and Israeli 
analysts said Tuesday they 
doubted the United States would 
break off talks with the PLO 
because of a bid to infiltrate 
Israel by Palestinian fighters. 

Oded Eran, number two at 
Israel's embassy in Washington, 
told U.S. Deputy Assistant 


Secretary of Stale Ned Walker 
that an ai tempt by commandos to 
attack Israel at the weekend 
violated the PLO's renunciation 
of terrorism. Israeli officials said. 

Israel had demanded that the 
U-S. should hall its dialogue with 
PLO. 

Troops killed the five comman¬ 
dos in Israel's self-declared South 
Lebanon "security zone” and the 
foreign ministry said it would give 
the U.S. State Department docu¬ 
ments found on •the bodies. 

"What are the Israelis doing in 
South Lebanon?” asked PLO 
spokesman Ahmad Abdul Rah¬ 
man, reached by telephone at 
PLO headquarters in Tunis. 

"Is that aggression or not. We 
have been facing this Israeli 
aggression since 1982. We have 
the right to self-defence. We have 
the right to defend our people 
and our camps." 

In Washington, State Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Charles E. Red¬ 
man said the United States was 
looking into the Israeli allega¬ 
tions Lhat the encounter Saturday 
constituted a violation of the 
PLO pledge. 

"I don’t think the Americans 
will listen to them (the Israelis),” 
the PLO spokesman said. "I 
think our people Have the right to 
defend themselves. Every day 
there is an Israeli raid and shell¬ 
ing in South Lebanon. What can 
we say to the Americans about 
that? What can we ask? That the 
Americans sever relations with 
Israel as an example?” 















Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 8,1989 



U.N. revives Gulf peace drive; 
prospect for direct talks cloudy 


' Iranian soldiers sit in the rubble of a bunding in the devastated 
Iranian port city of KJiorramshahr, the scene of some of the most 
bitter righting in the eight-year Gulf -war. 

Iranian cleric sees gap 
between dream, reality 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s revolu¬ 
tion has failed to live up to the 
promises it made 10 years ago 
and is beset by corruption and 
disunity, according to a senior 
cleric. 

Iran's designated future leader. 
Ayatollah Hossein Ali Mon- 
tazeri, said in remarks published 
Monday, selfishness, intolerance, 
factional interests and lack of 
professionalism had hurt the re¬ 
volution launched in 1979. 

“Of course the brave and 
young revolutionav generation are 
justified in seeing that there is a 
big gap between what they have 
gained and what they were prom¬ 
ised... 

“If one sees impurity, dishon¬ 
esty or incompetence he should 
not be disappointed," said Mon- 
tazeri, quoted by the Iranian 
news agency IRNA. 

His criticism, among the harsh¬ 
est from within the Iranian lead- 


Iran slams 
France for 
Croaking 
agreement 

'TEHRAN (R) — Iran accused 
France of breaking a gentleman's 
•agreement to free a convicted 
killer in return for the release of 
French hostages in Lebanon. 

Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati made clear at the end of 
a fence-mending visit by his 
French counterpart Roland' 
Dumas that the continued incar¬ 
ceration of guerrilla Anis Nac- 
cache was an obstacle to better 
relations. 

‘Naccnche, a pro-Iranian 
Lebanese, was sentenced to life 
imprisonment by a French court 
in 1982. He was convicted for the 
murder of a policeman and a 
bystander during a failed attempt 
to assassinate exiled Iranian 
politician Shapur Bakhtiar in 
1980. 

Velayati told reporters Mon¬ 
day that France's former right- 
wing government led by ex-Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac had 
promised to give Naccnche an 
amnesty in return for Iranian help 
in freeing three Frenchmen held 
in Lebanon. 

.The three finally ‘returned 
home in May 1988 just before 
Oiimc lost presidential elections 
to Francois Mitterrand, the 
socialist candidate. 

. After his defeat “Mr. Chirac 
Himself made a telephone cal! to 
our prime minister and promised 
him that everything would be 
fulfilled," Velayati said. 

“We can see that between Iran 
and France there was a gentle¬ 
man's agreement to do something 
together. 



AH Akbar Velayati 

“Iran fulfilled what it has 
promised. But unfortunately ... 
the former government did not 
do the things they promised us. 
That is the reality," Velayati said. 

His remarks, at the end of the 
first visit by a French minisrer 
since the iy?9 revolution, 
appeared likely to complicate the 
normalisation of relations which 
both sides say they want. 

Dumas ui first declined com¬ 
ment on the Naccache case, 
saying it was “a matter of specific 
interest to France.* But he told 
reporters on his flight to Kuwait 
that other senior Iranian leaders 
had made the same claim as 
Velayati about a broken agree¬ 
ment. 

There was considerable spe¬ 
culation when the three hostages 
were freed by their pro-Iranian 
captors that a deal had been 
struck. But the French interior 
minister at the time. Charles Pas- 
qua. denied last weekend there 
had been anv accord. 


NICOSIA (R) — The United Nations opens new 
talks with Iraq and Iran Wednesday, with neither 
side willing to look the other in the eye but both 
holding tight to the ceasefire that brought peace to 
the Gulf last August. 


ership. coincides with celebra¬ 
tions marking the 10th 
anniversary of the Iranian revolu¬ 
tion. 

•“We must not rule at any 
cost." said Montazeri. adding 
that state power was just: a .means 
to realise justice, equality and 
other human values. 

Montazeri, who was chosen by 
an assembly of senior clerics in 
1985 to succeed Ayatollah RuhoJ- 
lah Khomeini as Iran's supreme 
leader, said domestic problems 
could become insoluble unless 
they were tackled in time. 

The solution was to return to 
the Islamic unity which existed 
before the revolution triumphed 
and prevent any one group from 
monopolising power, he said. 

Senior officials in Tehran pay 
lip service to Montazeri's critical 
remarks on various government 
policies, but the ayatollah often 
says he is not involved in policy 
making. 


More than five months after 
the guns fell silent on the battlef- 
ronts the ceasefire remains the 
only element implemented of 
U.N. Resolution 598 which 
halted the Gulf war. 

Other major issues including 
the exchange of prisoners of war 
(PoWs) and the withdrawal of 
frontline forces to internationally 
recognised borders have been 
clouded by waves of rhetoric 
from both sides. 

Iraq's Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz and his Iranian counterpart 
Ali Akbar Velayati are due to 
meet U.N. Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar in New 
York, but the prospect for face- 
to-face talks the U.N. hopes will 
follow is still clouded. 

“They are coming to meet with 
the secretary general ... the for¬ 
mat for the discussions is being 
worked on,” U.N. spokesman 


Francois Giuliani said. 

Since the last round of talks 
between the belligerents Nov. II, 
both sides have made minor con¬ 
cessions. 

Iraq last month unilaterally re¬ 
leased 250 sick or elderly PoWs 
and recently reopened Iraqi air 
space to Iran-bound civilian air¬ 
craft. 

Tehran and Baghdad have both 
agreed to join a military working 
group under the auspices of the 
commander of the I ran-Iraq U.N. 
Military Observer Group (UN- 
IIMOG) General Slavko Jovic. 

Jovic, whose force of 409 
observers backed by about 1,000 
support staff was set up Aug. 9, 
said the working group would 
help consolidate the ceasefire 
which came into force Aug. 20. 

The truce ended nearly eight 
years of fighting and Jovic said his 
men were still successfully hold- 


NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — A 
United Nations agency said that 
more chan half a million people 
will need emergency food relief in 
southern Sudan this year as de¬ 
liveries lag behind schedule. 

The Rome-based World Food 
Programme (WFP) said Monday 
it was facing “tremendous logis¬ 
tical problems in moving desper¬ 
ately needed relief food to the 
southern provinces" of the war- 
torn country due to the lack of 
proper equipment and bad roads. 

WFP, the food aid arm of the 
U.N., said its first overland ship¬ 
ment of food in more than four 
months recently arrived in the 
town of Kaya near the Ugandan 
border. It consisted of 200 metric 
tons of maize aboard 16 trucks. 

WFP suspended surface ship¬ 
ments late last year after a 
September attack on a track con¬ 
voy by Sudanese rebels in which 
11 drivers were killed. 

Hie agency said it was organis¬ 
ing a second truck convoy to 
carry an additional 400 tons of 
maize to Kaya, but noted that the 
limited capacity of a ferry used 
along the highway route through 
northern Uganda had slowed the 
first shipment. 

In a telex to news organisations 
in Nairobi from its headquarters 
in Italy, WFP said more than 
150.000 refugees had flocked -to 
camps in Juba, about 120 
kilometres north of Kaya. It said 


ing the ceasefire lines with the 
help of Iran and Iraq. 

■ But Tehran and Baghdad 
appear as far apart at the nego¬ 
tiating table as they were when 
the first round of peace talks 
began a week after the fighting 
officially stopped. 

Face-to-face talks last year en¬ 
ded in deadlock with both sides- 
now only talking through third 
parties. 

Iraq still demands priority 
should be given to dredging and 
clearing the disputed Shaft Al 
Arab waterway which links its 
main port of Basra to the Gulf 
and forms the southern frontier 
between the two countries. 

The narrow channel is blocked 
by a combination of mines, rust¬ 
ing ships' hulks and silt, effective¬ 
ly blocking Basra’s artery to the 
sea. 

Aziz told the Iraqi News Agen¬ 
cy (INA) Jan. 28 that Iran's 
refu&J to agree to the dredging 
was “clear-cut evidence of its 
ill-intentions.’* 

Iran insists that Iraq should 
withdraw its troops from 2,000 
square kilometres of Iranian 
territory they still occupy. 


Velayati was quoted by Tehran 
radio Feb. 6 as saving: “Direct 
dialogue for the full implementa¬ 
tion of the Resolution (598) will 
begin soon, but it will lead no¬ 
where if Iraq is stubborn and 
doesn't withdraw.” 

U.N. efforts to move the two 
sides closer by exchanging some 
of the 100,000 PoWs held in 
camps throughout Iran and Iraq 
backfired late last year with each 
accusing the other of breaching 
the agreement by holding back 
prisoners. 

Diplomats in Baghdad last 
week said direct talks between 
Iraq and Iran might resume Feb. 
15. 

A U.N. spokesman said that 
after being briefed by his special 
envoy Jan Eliasson. who visited 
both Baghdad and Tehran late in 
January, Perez de Cuellar said he 
was confident the peace drive 
would continue. 

“The secretary-general is confi¬ 
dent that the exchanges which 
took place during the past week 
and the indications received from 
both sides can add momentum to 
the peace process," the spokesman 
said. 



Morocco possible 
NATO training site 


they needed 2,000 tons of food 
monthly, but that an even greater 
amount had to be delivered and 
stockpiled before roads were 
made impassable by the start of 
the rainy season in late April or 
early May. 

“If overland transport proves 
insufficient to fulfill needs, WFP 
may consider initiating a new 
airlift to Juba," the agency’s 
statement said. WFP ended an 
airlift to the provincial capital in 
December after delivering 3.700 
tons of food, but several other 
organisations, including the 
European Economic Community 
and the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, are continuing 
the flights. 

WFP said little or no food had 
been delivered to more than 
200,000 refugees in Bahr Al 
Gfaazal and upper Nile provinces, 
both far north of the Ugandan 
and Kenyan borders. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Th f Un¬ 
ited States and the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) are 
interested in the possible use of 
Morocco for military aircraft 
training, which has become a 
major controversy in parts of 
Western Europe, according to 
U.S. defence: officials. 

"The talks (with Morocco) are 
not new. Interest has increased in 
Europe for other training sites. 
But when you're negotiating, the 
best thing to do is keep your 
mouth shut,” one of the officials 
told Reuters Monday. 

The Moroccan embassy in 
Washington had no immediate 
comment on a report in Monday's 
Washington Times that the Un¬ 
ited States and NATO might 
reach a multilateral deal with King 
Hassan II for training in the 
Maghreb state. 

But the U.S. defence officials, 
who asked not to be identified, 
said pressure was mounting to 
find a training site close to heavily 
.populatedWestern Europe. Lqyt- 
level exercises and a high number 
of plane crashes there have 
sparked strong protests, especial¬ 
ly in West Germany. 

“Morocco is not the only site 
being looked at,” one defence 
official said. He declined to be 
more specific. 

Morocco last year offered to 


host the U.S. 401st Tactical 
Fighter Wing when Spanish offi¬ 
cials ordered the F-16 fighter jets 
to leave their base near Madrid. 
The aircraft were later accepted 
by Italy. 

' Defence officials refused to say 
whether they expected a deal 
with Morocco, where the Times 
reported old U.S. bases at Sidi 
Slim an e north of Rabat and at 
Kenicra were usable. 

“But as we have emphasised 
before, it is better to train in 
Europe for fighting in Europe. 
We understand the problem, 
however, and see the necessity 
for training elsewhere if that's 
necessary." one official said. 

Although the terrain of Moroc¬ 
co’s desert does not resemble that 
of Western Europe, the country 
is strategically located near Gib¬ 
raltar and has taken part in exer¬ 
cises with U.S. forces. 

The Times reported Monday 
that officials at NATO headquar¬ 
ters in Brussels and in Bonn said 
; the search: for aircraft training 
sites outside. Europe was reaching 
a critical juncture. 

Published reports have said the 
morale of West German air force 
pilots has plunged and some 
pilots were quitting, partly be¬ 
cause of public concern about low 
flying and cutbacks in training 
over Germany due to crashes. 


Kuwait buys British helicopters 

KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwaiti Defence Minister Sheikh Nawaf Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah Tuesday signed a contract with a British firm for 
the delivery of an unspecified number of training helicopters to 
the Kuwaiti air force, a Defence Ministry statement said. The 
statement did not provide the number of helicopters involved, or 
the value of the contract. It said the agreement was signed with a 
representative of the British company Shorts. 


Israelis serve notice on Nazareth weekly 


IN THEIR latest move to muzzle 
the press, the Israeli authorities 
have served notice on the 
Nazareth-based weekly Al Raia 
that it will shortly be closed 
down. The paper was warned by 
Amran Kalaji. Israel’s district 
commissioner of the northern re¬ 
gion. that it would be shut within 
one month. 

Al Raia (Flag), which started 
publishing in September 1987. is 
edited by Raja lghbaria. a lead¬ 
ing member of the Abna’ Al 
Batad {Sons of the Village) move¬ 
ment. which supports Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
as the sole legitimate representa¬ 
tive of the Palestinians living 
within Israel, refuses to take part 
in elections to the Israeli parlia¬ 
ment and calls for the eventual 


establishment of a secular demo¬ 
cratic state for Jews and Arabs in 
the whole of Palestine. 

Abna’ Al Balad is an entirely 
legal movement but it has never¬ 
theless been the target for victi¬ 
misation by the Israeli author¬ 
ities. Of the seven Palestinian 
citizens of Israel placed in “admi¬ 
nistrative detention” since the 
start of the I4-month-old Palesti¬ 
nian uprising in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza, five have been mem¬ 
bers of Abna' Al Balad. lghbaria 
himself was arrested in December 
1987 and spent three months in 
prison without charge or trial. 

The closure of Al Raia is the 
larest in a ries of moves againsr 
the press within Israel. In August 
1987 the Nazareth-based publica¬ 
tion Al Jamaheer was ordered to 


close. In February last year a 
closure order was served on the 
Hebrew and Arabic sister papers 
Derekh Hanitzotz and Tariq Al 
Sharara, and four of the Jewish 
Israeli editors of the papers are 
currently being tried on charges 
of supporting a “terrorist" orga¬ 
nisation. In March last year the 
mass circulation Arabic daily Al 
Ittihad was dosed down for one 
week on the orders of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir. 

The Israeli authorities daim 
that they are moving ^gainst Al 
Raia because of “intelligence in¬ 
formation" that the publication 
receives finandai support from 
the Popular Front for the Libera¬ 
tion of Palestine (PFLP). A state¬ 
ment by the weekly's editorial 
board, however, strongly rejects 


this daim, insisting that the paper 
is entirely financed by readers' 
subscriptions, shop sales, adver¬ 
tisements and donations from 
members and supporters of 
Abna' Al Balad. 

The closure warning was an 
“anti-democratic move” and 
“one more instance of the policy 
of silendng dissent," said the Al 
Raia board. “It is an assault on all 
who speak out against the crimes 
of the occupation" and “the 
resort to ‘secret evidence’ is nothing 
more than a convenient 
smokescreen behind which to 
launch anti-democratic attacks on 
anything which the authorities 
perceive to be a threat’.” — The 
Council for the Advancement of 
Arab-British Understanding. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 

Belgium to send envoy to Mideast 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium plans to send an envoy to the Middle 

Eastinabid to help free six BelgianhostagesbeUeyed tobe heldm 
Lebanon a Foreign Ministry spokesman said Tuesday. He de- 
dhted io’say when the envoy would leave and which nttshe 
would visit; Jan Cools, a relief worker with the Norwegian aid 
organisation Norwac, disappeared from a Palestinian refugeeramp 
iiiXhem Lebanon in May. A previouslyunknown radiaJ ^oup 
the Soldiers of Truth, has said it seizedhim. Five membere of a 
family called Houtekins were seized from a cruise sh^ off the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip in November 1987 and 
be held by the Palestinian Fateh Revolutionary Council (FRC) of 

Abu Nidal. 

Lebanese involved in Swiss scandal 

LUGANO, Switzerland (AP) - Swiss authorities, investigating 
the country’s biggest drug money scandal, say that two Lebanese 
brothers transferred more than two million Swiss francs (SI.3 
billion) into Switzerland during the four years until their arrest last 
July A statement issued by the Ticino state prosecutor Monday 
said brothers Jean and Barkev Magharian must have been aware i 
that at least some of the money was of criminal origin. Prosecutor I 
Dick Marty said in one case 536 million, believed to be proceeds | 
from cocaine sales, were brought by couriers from Los Angeles w j 
suitcases. He said the Magharians told interrogators that they; 
assumed the funds were legally obtained and that they had doubts ; 
about their origin onlv after a friend who had orgarused the 
transfers was arrested in Los Angeles in November 1986. Marty 
said the friend, who was not named in the statement, was 
subsequently paroled and resumed the transfer of the funds. 
Money deposited with Swiss banks included regularly counterfeit 
banknotes, Marty said. But, he said, they were merely invalidated 
and returned to the depositor although banks are under instruction 
to notify police in such cases. 

Iran launches own hovercraft 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran has launched its first domestic-built 
hovercraft named “Yunus" after the Hebrew prophet Jonah who 
was swallowed by a whale, according to the official Islamic news 
agency. The agency, monitored in Nicosia, said Moday the 
874-metre long and 4.4-metre craft was designed and produced by 
the "self-sufficiency industry of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards." It said the hovercraft, launched on Lake Mahrlu in the 
southern Pars province, can carry 12 people, transport loads up to 
one tonne and reach a top speed of 60 kilometres per hour. The 
agency quoted a Revolutionary Guards spokesman as saying a 
similar hovercraft manufactured elsewhere would cost around 
$250,000, but noted that he gave no details of production costs. 
Iran developed industrial “self-sufficiency” programes during the 
eight-year war with Iraq to counter difficulties in obtaining spare 
parts and high prices on the international arms market. 

Activists damage Iranian embassy 

THE HAGUE (R) — Police said 15 political activists attacked the 
Iranian embassy in the Hague Tuesday, smashing windows, hurling 
eggs and painting political graffiti. Police arrested a Dutchman and 
two Iranians believed to be involved. The activists daubed slogans 
saying “Down with the Iranian republic’’ and “Free political 
prisoners.” Police cordoned off the white building, its front 
spattered with blood-red paint, and embassy employees could be 
seen inside cleaning up shattered glass. Police said the Taiwan 
trade office next door was also damaged, apparently because the 
activists believed it was part of the embassy. The attack came amid 
reports from the human rights organisation Amnesty International 
that more than 1,000 political prisoners have been executed in Iran 
in the past six months. 

Israeli skirts airport security 

TEL AVTV (AP) — An Israeli teenager avoided airport security 
booths at Ben-Gurion international airport and boarded a jet 
bound for Paris before being caught without a ticket, according to 
an airport spokesman. ’ The security breach occurred Sunday 
morning as former intelligence agents and airline officials from 
around the world gathered outside Tel Aviv for an Israeli- 
sponsored conference on aviation security. Airport authority* 
spokesman Menachem Eyal said the I6-year-old boy who walked 
into the airport and onto the plane did not carry a weapon and did 
not seem to mean harm but was "apparently deranged.” Eyal said 
the youth was caught by stewards when he failed to produce a 
ticket or boarding pass after boarding the Boeing 707. Eyal said the 
aircraft belonged to the Israeli Arkia Company. The boy was 
turned over to police, Eyal added. "We are still investigating what 
happened. It is clear that something very wrong happened, an 
apparent security breach. We will take the necessary steps against 
whomever is found guilty," Eyal said. 

Bonn helps Cyprus in drug fight 

NICOSIA (AP) — West Germany has given high-tech equipment 
and three vehicles to Cyprus’ anti-narcotics squad, according to the 
official Cyprus News Agency (CNA). The agency said that West 
German Ambassador to Cyprus Thilo Roetger delivered the 
equipment Monday to Interior Minister Christodoulos Veniamin at 
a ceremony held at police headquarters in Nicosia. Roetger said 
the contribution was part of cooperation efforts by West Germany 
and Cyprus aimed at combatting drag trafficking, CNA said. 
Cyprus is used by drug smugglers as a transit point due to its 
geographical location and good communications. Cyprus police 
and customs officials frequently arrest drug smugglers arriving 
either by sea or air from nearby Lebanon and other Middle Eastern 
points. 

Activists want Pollards freed 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Former Soviet political prisoners have 
appealed to U.S. President George Bush to pardon Jonathan 
Pollard and his wife, who were convicted in a spy case involving 
Israel. “Please grant them their freedom and, should they wish to 
come to Israel, we will gratefully receive them into our commun¬ 
ity," said their petition. The appeal was presented to the U.S. 
consulate in West Jerusalem at a rally that drew around 50 people. 
They held a sign with portraits of Pollard and his wife, Anne 
Henderson-PolIard. Pollard, arrested in November 1985, is serving 
a life sentence for selling top-secret military documents to Israel. 
His wife was sentenced in March 1987 to five years in prison for 
conspiracy to receive embezzled government property. 
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CHURCHES 

Assemblies ot God Church. Tel. 
6327KS. 

Sit. Jowph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church or the Annunciation Tel. 
63744U. 

De la Salle Church Td. 06175“ 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 022300 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
623541. 

Anglican Church Tel. 625383, Tel. 

628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 

685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

Rain bon Congregation Tel. 822605. 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tei. 815817, 821264 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Deportment of 
Meteorology. 

Clouds will appear at different alti¬ 
tudes. Winds will be southeasterly 
changing into southwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba winds will be non hwesterly 
and seas culm. 


DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Min./max. temp. 

Amman. 3/14 

Aqaba. 9/23 

Deserts .. -2/16 

Jordan Valley. 8/21 

Yesterday's high tempera Lures: Am¬ 
man 14. Aqaba 19. Humidity readings; 
Amman 20 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayyem.620115 

Dr. Anwar Mousa Al Haj .771020 

Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim Khalil 

896294 

Dr. Hisham Kana'an.790286 

Firas pharmacy. 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy.778336 

Al Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy.623672 

Al Salom pharmacy.636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy.637660 

OtBID: 

Dr. Isam Hussein Saleh .. (—) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy.(985238) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. Tareq Hijjawi . (—■) 

Kbalifeh pharmacy...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department.661111 

Civil Defence Immediaic 

Rescue.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Police. 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade. 622OTG/93 

Blood Bank.775121 

Highway Police.$43402 

Traffic Police.656390/9! 

Public Security Department 

.656000 / 685111 

Hotel Complaints.605800 

. Price Complaints.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints....897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints.787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) . 12 

Overseas Calls...17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Television.773111 

Radio Jordan..774111 

Water Authority ..680100 

Jordan Electricity Authoriiy ...815615 


H SlSpMV^. 636381 

RJ Flight Information. 08-53200 

Queen Afia Inti. Airport. 08-52000 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ... 

Khalidi Maternity, J. Amn 
Akikh Maternity, J. Amn., 
Jabal Amman Maternity.... 

Malhas, J. Amman .. 

Palestine, Shmeisani .. 

Shmeisani Hospital.. 

University Hospital.. 

Al-Muashcr Hospital . 

The Islamic. Abdab.. 

AJ-Ahli, Abdali .. 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen.. 

AJ-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh. 

Army, Marka. 

Queen Alia Hospital. 

Amal Hospital. 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital. 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 
Ibn Sinn Hospital . 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital - 
Greek Catholic Hospital 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital. 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... 


. 813813/32 

. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
.... 642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
....669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 674155 


(09)983323 

109)991071 

(09)986732 

(02)275555 

(02)272275 

(02)247100 

(03)314111 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppctflower price in Bh per kg. 

Apple . 500 / 450 

Banana . 350 / 300 

Banana (Multammar). 300 / 250 

Beans . 650 / 550 

Broad beans. 800 / 700 

Cabbage. 170/140 

Carrots. 230 / 200 

Cauliflower. 220/160 

Cucumbers . 650 / 550 

Dates. 600 / 500 

Eggplant. 220/180 

Garlic. 250 / 200 

Grapelhiii. 220 / 180 

Lemon. 260 / 200 

Lettuce (perone) .150/100 

Marrow (large). 380 / 300 

Marrow (small). 520 / 440 

Orange (Sbanunouti). 420 / 360 


Orange (Sbanunouti). 420 / 360 

(09)983323 Orange (local). 270 / 200 

B Onion (ary) . . 2M/160 


Onion (dry). 220/160 

Onion (green). 270 / 220 

Pepperfhor). 750/650 

Pepper (sweet). 600/500 

Potato. 250/200 

Spinach. 150 /100 

Mandarin. 380 / 300 

Tomatoes. 210 /140 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEAUA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart¬ 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. fOMSSOPA where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

.Aqaba (RJ) 

.Damascus (RJ) 

09l 30 .Cairo (RJ) 

09*5 . Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IflriW.Dhahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

.Lamaca(RJ) 

16:20 Los Angeles, Chicago, Vienna 
(RJ) 

8 S 

17:3® .New York. Vienna (RJ) 

I?** 5 .London, Geneva (RJ) 

17:55 .Brussels. Frankfurt (Rj) 

N:30.Madrid, Rome! RJ) 

J® 1 * 5 .Belgrade, Bucharest (RJ) 

*"”2®.Baghdad (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

f* 3 *.Cairo (MS) 


.Cairo (MS) 

.Damascus (AZ) 


.. Sana'a. Jeddah (IY 

.Baghdad (IA 

.Kuwait (XU 1 

.Kuwait (LN 
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NATIONAL NEWS 


SYRIAN PREMIER CABLES RIFAI: Prime Minister Z^aid Rifai 
Tuesday received a cable of good wishes from his Syrian counterpart 
Mahmoud Al Zu'bi, who was flying over the Jordanian airspace, en 
route to Syria at the end of an official visit to Yemen Arab Republic. 
(Petra) 

CABINET PASSES NEW LAW: Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
Tuesday chaired a cabinet meeting during which it endorsed an 
amendment to the residence and foreigner affairs law, whereby 
violators will have to pay a fine JD 30 for every month they stay 
beyond the residence permitss duration. (Petra) 

HAJ HASSAN VISITS CENTRAL POST OFFICE: Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunications Khalid Al Haj Hassan Tuesday 
inspected progress of work at the Amman Central Post Office, and 
toured the various sections, including the express, registered and 
surface mail. Haj Hassan was also briefed on the recent measures 
adopted to improve delivery of postal services. (Petra) 

ANANI BRIEFS W. GERMAN TEAM: President of the Royal 
Scientific Corporation Jawad Anani Tuesday briefed a visiting 
delegation from the German Economic Cooperation Ministry on the 
society’s projects and activities. Anani and the delegation discussed 
means of enhancing cooperation in the fields of training, and the use 
of computers for industrial purposes. The delegation members also 
watched a documentary on the society’s activities. (Petra) 

ART EXHIBITION: Her Royal Highness Princess Wijdan Ali, 
chairman of the Royal Society for Fine Arts Tuesday inaugurated the 
plastic art exhibition of the Lebanese artists Paul and Emanuel 
Giragossian, at Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation’s Cultural and 
Scientific Centre. The exhibition, which runs for three weeks, include 
50 artistic plates, depicting various aspects of humanitarian issues. 
(Petra) 

CIVIL AVIATION CLUB: Director General of the Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) Mahmoud Jamal Balqaz Tuesday presided over a 
meeting for the Civil Aviation Club's administrative commitee during 
which he reviewed the dub's activities. Balqaz, who is also chairman 
of the club, called on all dvil aviation personnel to join the dub and 
to partidpate in its various activities. The meeting was attended by 
representatives of the Royal Jordanian. Arab and Foreign dvil 
aviation companies, and the air transport offices in Jordan. (Petra) 

LIGHTING MA'AN ENTRANCES: Ma'an Governorare, in coop¬ 
eration with the Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA), Tuesday 
embarked on lighting the dry's entrances at a cost of JD 17,000*. 
(Petra) 

NEW MOSQUE IN BALQA: Balqa Governor Mujhim Al 
Khreisha Tuesday inaugurated Um Nijasa Mosque in Baqaa area, 
which was built by the Awqaf Department at a cost of JD I8;000. 
Balqa Awqaf Department last vear constructed five mosques at a cost 
of JD 111.500. (Petra) 

SUPPLY LAW VIOLATOR FINED: The military governor has 
endorsed the military court's verdict sentencing Sa'adi Abdullah 
Hassan Omar to payment of JD 60 fine, or 120 days imprisonment, 
after finding him guilty of violating the supply regulation. (Petra) 

SEMINAR ON HIGH VOLTAGE TRANSMISSION: A two-day 
spedalised symposium on the design and setting up of high voltage 
power transmission lines started here Tuesday, with a number of 
Italian experts and representatives of the institutions concerned 
attending. Addressing the symposium, which was organised by the 
Jordan Electridty Authority (JEA) in cooperation with an Italian 
firm was the JEA Assistant Director General Walid Al Ja'ouni. who 
outlined the importance of using such lines. Ja’ouni called on 
participants to look into the possibility of promoting the use of this 
method, in view of the technical characteristics it enjoys. The use of 
such lines will save more than 60 per cent of the area needed for 
setting up pylons. (Petra) 


Two Japanese volunteers 
arrive for 2-year service 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan Over¬ 
seas Cooperation Volunteers 
(JOCV) programme has dis¬ 
patched two young Japanese to 
Jordan to perform volunteer ser¬ 
vices offering technical assistance 
to Jordanian universities for two 
years. 

Mr. Yasuhiro Morino. a photo¬ 
grapher, has been assigned to the 
Institute of Archaeology & 
Anthropology of the Yarmouk 
University. Miss Izumi Tokuoka, 
who is a swimming coach, has 
been assigned to the Physical 
Education College at the Uni- 


Committee to hold seminar 
on prevention of crime 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
National Committee for Combat¬ 
ting Crime will hold a seminar in 
Amman in June under the slogan 
“more comprehensive concept 
for the prevention of crimes.” 

The seminar, according to a 
committee spokesman, aims to 
enlist public support for police 
work in curtailing the number of 
crimes and spread public aware¬ 
ness on matters related to the 
prevention of crime hi general. 

The committee which met 
under the chairmanship of Public 
Security Department Director 
Abdul Hadi Al Majali decided to 
set up six sub-committees to 
make arrangements for the semi¬ 
nar, to work out a programme for 
the meetings, to take charge of 
the working papers which will be 
reviewed by the participants and 


to follow up the implementation 
of the resolutions and recom¬ 
mendations. 

Last June, a symposium on 
crime in the Jordanian society 
was held under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and the partici¬ 
pants highlighted the role of fami¬ 
ly. social institutions and the va¬ 
rious official organisations in edu¬ 
cating people on crimes and 
means of countering them. 

A report published last April 
said that there were 18,129 crimes 
in Jordan during 1987, down from 
19,579 in the previous year. 

Majali was quoted then as 
saying that 1987 witnessed 68 
murder cases of which 61 were 
discovered and that most of the 
murders were committed on mor¬ 
al grounds. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

77ie following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time arid place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

& A computer exhibition displaying a new line of computers with 
greater performance and new power at Marriott Hotel in 
Amman. 

& The Arab book exhibition that includes books on different 
topics at Yarmouk University. 

* An exhibition of Korean photos, books and handicrafts at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

☆ An art exhibition by Paul and Emanuel Giragossian at Abdul 
Hamid Shoman Foundation — 6:00 p.m. 

* An exhibition of lithographies by French artist- Jean-Panl 
Cbambas at the French Cultural Centre. 

The Arab Contemporary Artists exhibition at Al Wasiti 
Gallery. 

FILM 

■fr A film entitled “Heart Like a Wheel” which is shown as part of 
the American Centre’s 1989 film festival at the Royal Cultural 
Centre — 8:00 p.m. 



Lawzi holds talks with Qatari envoy 


versity of Jordan. 

JOCV has about 25 years ex¬ 
perience in volunteer service and 
every year sends about 800 young 
people to 40 different countries. 

According to the bilateral 
agreement between Japan and 
Jordan, dispatch of volunteers to 
Jordan has started in 1986 and 16 
volunteers, such as systems en¬ 
gineers. electronic engineers, 
architects, nurses and others, are 
already contributing to the de¬ 
velopment of different public in¬ 
stitutions in the Kingdom. 


SPEAKER of the Upper House of Parliament 
Ahmad Al Lawzi meets in his office Tuesday with 
Qatar’s Ambassador Mubarak Al Kuwari. They 


Seminar 
discusses 
application 
of information 
in science 

AMMAN (Penra) — Participants 
in the four-day seminar on 
teaching science and technology 
in the Arab World, Tuesday dis¬ 
cussed four working papers on 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa¬ 
tion's (UNESCO) contribution to 
educational and scientific pro¬ 
jects in the Arab World, and the 
experiences of Jordan and Kuwait 
in the field of application of the 
information in science and tech¬ 
nology. 

The first paper, presented by 
head of UNESCO’s International 
Information Network (UN), 
deals with the future aspirations 
of UNESCO, its role in holding 
advisory meetings and seminars, 
and its contribution to the pro¬ 
jects proposed by the different 
Arab countries. 

The second paper, presented 
by head of the Teacher Training 
Department at the Ministry of 
Education in Jordan, Hassan 
Sabri Al Usta, who is also repre¬ 
sentative of the Jordanian In¬ 
formation Nerwork, touches 
-upon the role of the information 
network in developing science 
books for the compulsory stage. 

The paper stressed the import¬ 
ance of the national information 
network in achieving coordina¬ 
tion among the various educa¬ 
tional and scientific institutions 
and called for transforming the 
network into a national centre for 
the exchange of information and 
expertise. 

The paper recommended that a 
special centre for the IIN publica¬ 
tions and documents be set up to 
supply all concerned institutions 
with the necessary information. 


reviewed relations between the two countries and 
cooperation in different fields (Petra photo) 



Qasem receives Omani envoy 

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Marwan Al Qasem 
Tuesday received the credentials of the newly appointed Omani 
Ambassador to Jordan Mohammad Ibn Saltan Al Hour. Saidi 
(Petra photo) 


Jordan will not launch 
anti-meningitis vaccination 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Health Tuesday announced that 
it will not launch a vaccination campaign against meningitis upon the 
recommendation of a specialised health committee. 

It said that the committee studied all the reported cases in the 
Kingdom, and revised information pertaining to the diseases in 
neighbouring countries. The committee found that there was no need 
for a vaccination campaign. 

The announcement said that residents or non-resident visitors in 
Jordan will not be required to take the anti-meningitis vaccination. 

The health committee groups representatives of the Ministry of 
Health, the National Medical Institution, the Royal Medical Ser¬ 
vices, the University of Jordan and the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees. 


University of Jordan holds seminar 
on preventing spread of diseases 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A seminar on 
means to prevent the spread of 
infectious diseases in hospitals 
was held at the University of 
Jordan Tuesday. 

A representative of the faculty 
of nursing which organised the 
seminar said in a speech that 
nurses can play a key role in 
preventing the spread of diseases 
through providing proper care to 
patients and maintaining a 24 
hour watch over the general con¬ 
dition of patients. 

Dr. Mahmoud Abu Khalaf, 
head of the surgery at the Jordan 
University Hospital, presented a 
working paper dealing with va¬ 
rious inflammatory diseases and 
Dr. Nabil Khayyat presented a 
paper on the use of antiseptics. 

Assessing pollution in environ¬ 
ment 

Also Tuesday a workshop on, 
the environment situation at the 
Khirbet Al Samra wastewater 
treatment plant was held at the 
University of Jordan. 

The workshop, organised by 
the Water Research and Supply 
Centre (WRSC), was attended by 
a group of Swedish experts, now 
on a visit to Jordan, to assess the 
amount of pollution and help the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment to 
work out a national strategy on 
the protection of the environ¬ 
ment. 

The Swedish team heard a 
briefing on the treatment of was¬ 
tewater at Khirbet Al Samra near 
Zarqa and the adverse effects of 
waste on surface and under¬ 
ground water between the Zarqa 
River and the King Talal Dam. 

Biological, hydrological and 
chemical aspects related to the 
Khirbet Al Samra plant were 
reviewed at the meeting. 



The University of Jordan holds a seminar on the prevention of 
infectious diseases, (below) A workshop, organised by the university’s 
Water Research and Study Centre, is attended by a group of Swedish 
experts. 



The WRSC has said in a bulle¬ 
tin that the water quality of the 
Zarqa River, as reflected by the 
different physical, chemical and 
biological parameter studies, has 
been impaired. 

The Zarqa River is the natural 
effluent of the main urbanisation 
centre in Jordan. Sixty per cent of 


the inhabitants of Jordan are liv¬ 
ing in its catchment area. 

Also, the main industries are 
concentrated in this area. Domes¬ 
tic. as well as industrial waste, 
wherber treated or untreated, 
find its way to the river which 
flows into the major recipient, 
the King Talal reservoir. 


Technical designs for 
Al Wahdah Dam project 
to be ready next week 


AMMAN (Petra) — An American consultancy firm 
will finalise work on technical designs and tender 
documents for the projected Al Wahdah Dam 
shortly to be ready for a general meeting by the 
middle of this month before international firms can 
be invited to carry out the project, according to an 
announcement by the Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) Secretary General Mohammad Bani Hani. 


Bani Hani said That (he final 
documents wifi be reviewed by 
JVA experts and four interna¬ 
tional specialists at the coming 
meeting- 

Last October financial, technic¬ 
al and construction experts from 
seven countries and six develop¬ 
ment and financing agencies met 
in Amman and discussed means 
of financing the S440 million pro¬ 
ject which will generate electric¬ 
ity and collect huge amounts of 
water for the benefit of Jordan 
and Syria. 

Minister of Water and Irriga¬ 
tion Ahmad Dakhqan said at the 
time of the meeting a ihat Jordan 


was seeking at least S260 million 
to partly finance the dam which 
will be built on the Yarmouk 
River to hold back an estimated 
225 million cubic metres of water 
for irrigation on both sides of the 
border, and to produce electric 
power for both countries. 

Under an agreement signed by 
Jordan and Syria in September 
1987 the Kingdom, heading to¬ 
wards water shortages in the next 
decade, will use “most of the 
dam’s water for drinking or 
irrigation while Syria will get 75 
per cent of the generated hyrdo 
dearie power. 

A contract for the construction 


of the dam’s diversion tunnel was 
awarded last August u> a consor¬ 
tium of Jordanian, Syrian and 
Italian companies at the cost of 
JD 2.5 million to be completed in 
12 months paving the way for the 
construction of the dam which is 
expected to start in September 
1989. 

When built, the dam would 
form a reservoir at least six and a 
half square kilometres in area 
filled with water, gathered largely 
from flood water, springs and 
rain water in the Yarmouk River 
Basin. 

Meanwhile, ihe JVA reported 
Tuesday that dams built to hold 
back water in the country are now 
holding a total of 78 million cubic 
metres of water io be used for 
irrigation purposes. 

A JVA spokesman said that a 
reservoir behind the King Talal 
Dam alone holds hi,300.000 
cubic metres. He added that rain 
water expected in February and 
March could be sufficient to fill 
all reservoirs to capacity. 


Jordanian, Egyptian businessmen 
March meeting to focus on ACC 

CAIRO (J.T.) — The Jordanian- rate the sub-regional economic with no customs d 
Egyptian Businessmen’s Council bloc whose foundations could be barriers, 
will hold a meeting in Amman in laid at a meeting to be held in The two sides s< 
the coming month to review a Amman by the middle of this tees for investment 
working paper on the projected month. port and contractii 

Arab Cooperation Council The ACC idea was taken up by 
(ACC) that would group Jordan, the council’s meeting held at Lux- M ea nwh 1 1 e, t 

Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen, or and attended by businessmen riP a i!r er » u 
according to the head of the from both countries. Abu Hassan Knaidoun Abu Has 
Jordanian side to the Council noted. f‘t, 0 n meI ^ 

meeting, Mamdouh Abu Hassan. The council issued a statement ™ . Egyptian Fr< 

Abu Hassan was commenting at the end of the meeting porauon, pr- Mult 
upon his return from Luxor at the announcing the intention to set explained to r 
conclusion of the council meeting up a group to prepare the work- ° rtere{ * 10 tnvestmei 
there. ing papers, and agreed to prepare frce zooes - 

He said that the private sectors a fist of industrial and agricultural He also exchange 
of Egypt and Jordan wifi take a products from Egypt and Jordan views about laws s 
very constructive step to corrobo- to be marketed in either country zones in Egypt an 


with no customs duties or other 
barriers. 

The two sides set up commit¬ 
tees for investment, trade, trans¬ 
port and contracting operations. 

Meanwhile, the Amman 
Chamber of Industry President 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan arrived in 
Cairo and met with the Director 
of the Egyptian Free Zones Cor¬ 
poration, Dr. Muhieddin Gharib 
and explained to him incentives 
offered to investments in Jordan’s 
free zones. 

He also exchanged with Gharib 
views about laws governing free 
zones in Egypt and Jordan. 


Jordan to host meeting on strategic 
importance of water in Arab World 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A Pan- as coordination of policies among and drilling additional 
Arab conference on water and its Arab countries to preserve and wells, 
strategic importance to the Arab exploit water resources, the The seminar issued 
World will be held In April 1989 announcement said. recommendations whic 

with the participation of all Arab . . .._. _ ... _ , governments and the ] 

countries, according to an w . H encoura ge of spe 

announcement here Tuesday by n ,5 an Irr| gaiion Ahmad niques that can ensui 

the Ministry of Water and Irriga- re S ,ona * semmar “ financial and admin istra 

tion. Amraanto discuss management of a gement of water resou 


The conference, to be organised 
by the Ministry in cooperation 
with the Royal Scientific Society 
and the University of Jordan, is 
expected to discuss numerous 
issues pertaining to water re¬ 
sources in neighbouring Arab 
states and exchanged information 
related to water problems, as well 


as coordination of policies among 
Arab countries to preserve and 
exploit water resources, the 
announcement said. 

Last November. Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Ahmad 
Dakhqan, at a regional seminar in 
Amman to discuss management of 
water resources, said that Jordan 
expected to require nearly 266 
minion cubic metres of water for 
annual consumption bv the year 
2005. 

He said that the ministry (dans 
to intensify efforts to provide 
sufficient amounts through pros¬ 
pecting for new resources and 
through the construction of dams 


and drilling additional artesian 
wells. 

The seminar issued a set of 
recommendations which urged 
governments and the public to 
encourage the use of special tech¬ 
niques that can ensure better 
financial and administrative man¬ 
agement of water resources. 

Dakhqan Tuesday visited Zar¬ 
qa Water Department and in¬ 
spected water projects being im¬ 
plemented by the Water Author¬ 
ity of Jordan (WAJ). 

The minister inspected work on 
a new network being laid in the 
district and urged the department 
to speed up work on the Khirbet 
Al Samra sewerage network. 


Committee to discuss activities 
of Arab Maritime Bridge Company 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ways of 
promoting operations and activi¬ 
ties of the Arab Maritime Bridge 
Company (AMBC) will be dis¬ 
cussed here Wednesday by a 
technical committee formed by 
Iraq, Jordan and Egypt — the 
three countries which own and 
operate the company. 

Iraqi Ministry of Transport 
Under-secretary Khaled Samara’i 
arrived here Tuesday to join his 
Jordanian counterpart Mahmoud 
Al Talhouni and Mr. Adel Bar- 


qouqi. Director General of the 
Egyptian Maritime Transporta¬ 
tion Corporation. 

The three will review the com¬ 
pany's operations in the past 
year, plans for 1989, and mea¬ 
sures to overcome obstacles im¬ 
peding the development of the 
Aqaba-Nweibeh land-sea route 
which serves the three countries. 

The company's general assem¬ 
bly earlier approved a 1989 
budget which includes a total 


revenue of S69.761 million and an 
overall expenditure of $58,479 
million. 

According to a company offi¬ 
cial, last year a total of 600,000 
passengers and 40,000 tonnes of 
goods were transported through 
the company along the Aqaba- 
Nweibeh route. 

The company was established 
towards the end of I9S7 to prom¬ 
ote trade and transportation op¬ 
erations between the three coun¬ 
tries. 


Child education organisation 
establishes new branch in Irbid 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The National Asso¬ 
ciation for the Education of the 
Child (NAECj Tuesday estab¬ 
lished a branch in Irbid to provide 
the northern part of the Kingdom 
with the association's services. 

The decision was taken by the 
association’s 70-member found¬ 
ing committee which groups a 
number of individuals involved in 
the field of pre-school education 
in both private and government 
bodies, in addition to heads of the 
education departments in the 
Irbid and Mafraq govemorates. 

The association’s elected admi¬ 
nistration committee includes the 
mayor of Irben, Dr. Abdul Raz- 
zak Tubeishat, head of the con¬ 
tinued education at Yarmouk 
University, Dr. Mohammad Al 
KbawaJdeb, Mrs. Munawwar 
Khreiss, Mrs. Mufida Sweidan, 
Dr. Fadwa Jasser, Mr. Abdul 
Majeed Nusseir and Mr. Waheed 
Suleiman. 

The association, of which Her 
Majesty Queen Noor has 
accepted the honorary presiden¬ 
cy, established its first branch in 
Aqaba last month. 


Through its three branches, 
which cover ail parts of the King¬ 
dom. the NAEC aims at impro¬ 
ving the standard of services and 
programmes offered to children 
in early childhood, as well as 
supporting organisations involved 
in that field, particularly kinder¬ 
gartens, children's centres and 
clubs. 

The association organised two 
seminars in 1988, one entitled 
“Children's Literature in Jor¬ 
dan,” and the other entitled 
“Child Abuse in Jordan.” Prepa¬ 


rations are being made for a 
seminar on kindergartens to be 
held in April. 

The association was established 
in 1986 by the NHF to corrobo¬ 
rate the work of the Early Child¬ 
hood Education Centre, directed 
by the NHF in cooperation with 
the University of Jordan. 

pie NAEC publishes “Oiiti 
C hildren,” a quarterly magazine! 
for parents and those whose work} 
involves children. So far, three 
issues have been published. 


PIA makes $46m. profits 


PAKISTAN International Air¬ 
lines (PIA) has made tremendous 
operating profit of PAR. 823 
million ($46 million) during 1987- 
88. PIA has also increased its 
operation to Europe and Amer¬ 
ica in addition to its extended 
operation on domestic stations 
which increased from 22 to 37 
stations as of January, 1989. 

PIA has changed its planes 
from narrow body to A-300 for its 
flights to Amman which operates 
on every Wednesday to Karachi 


departure at 21.35 local ri 
reaches Karachi at 04.4 
time. The flight provides i: 
ate and very convenient i 
lions to all domestic, Sou 
Asian and Far Eastern si 

Ghulam Mohammad 
who is the PIA area man: 
Jordan, was providing all 
details. Mr. G.M. Rana h 
been nominated as vice ch 
of board of airlines repn 
tives in Jordan for 1989 re 
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Great hope 

JDGING by the number of oil companies exploring for oil 
Jordan it would not be long before this country will strike 
• in commercial quantities and thus herald a new boom era 
at could answer most if not all of our monetary and 
unomic woes. There are almost half a dozen oil concerns 
uni the four corners of the world which are energetically 
\ '-King for oil in Jordan and have invested big amounts of 
1 ujaey in the process. 

21 goes without saying that the number of interested 
■I -rties engaged in locating commercial quantities and the 
•» ognitude of their total investment suggest that the risk of 
ptoring for oil in Jordan is worth taking and that sooner 
1 later oil will be found within the sands of Jordan. When 
1 is prospect is achieved a new economic miracle would be 
• f rn. Meanwhile, there are many other man-made miracles 
at can still be attained ranging from further consolidating 
f, r export-oriented industries to balance our trade, with a 
£ :-w to stem the outflow of hard currency from Jordanian 
•c ckets. Accordingly, it would not be long before the 
* rdanian dinar would be able to recoup its full real value 
a the international market and end soundly and effectively 
’? 2 cycle of artificial doom that some circles purposely 
|j iseminate. 

, s j Thus, the future economic and fiscal picture of Jordan is 
j. stined to brighten up sooner than later. Accordingly, it 
ai >uld be advisable to avoid introducing more austerity 
asures over and above the ones taken on Aug. 13 of last 
d ir for fear that any additional steps may precipitate 
« .sessionary consequences that the country can ill afford. If 
w ything, now is the time to abstain from affecting measures 
S it may dampen the overall economy even more. With the 
A narkable successes thus far achieved to curb the outflow 
- in hard currency from Jordanian pockets, whether official 
tic private, time is ripe to heat up the economy a little bit 
*r and above the export oriented sector of the Jordanian 
m momy. In addition, and in view of; the inflationary 
m- sequences of the devaluation of the dinar, as far as the 
An -rage citizen is concerned, Jordanians ale entitled to some 
r ®. * [delines from the government on acceptable scales to 
” , just to the new cost of living in the country. With the 
mi . ces of almost all commodities and services in Jordan 
■ dergoing increases, while salaries and incomes remained 
syj tic, it would also be in order to receive new guidelines 
inj m the state sector on how to cope with this human 
ce >blem affecting most, if not, all Jordanians. In view of the 
wl* lament bright economic future of Jordan, there is room to 
:viate the plight of the average Jordanian by affecting 
t0 ary adjustments to cope with the new economic realities. 


latl ^SDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

op 

pe; Ka’i Arabic daiJy on Tuesday launched an attack on Israel's 
W i eign Minister Moshe Arens who it said is trying to break away 
n the isolation imposed on the Jewish state by blaming Jordan 
“ llot entering into direct negotiations with Israel for a Middle 
.1 settlement. The paper said Arens is accusing Jordan of being 
>rchensive of the step because it might anger the Palestinians 
h tv; in the occupied Arab territories. It said Arens wants Jordan 
take this step because the peace process cannot go ahead 
1 rout it. But he seems to have forgotten Jordan’s clear position 
ch calls for a comprehensive solution to the whole issue and 
a separate treaty, the paper noted. Jordan has already 
•cted the Camp David accords because they were not designed 
ichievc a lasting peace nor did they cater for the rights of the 
-'stinian people, the paper noted. It said that Jordan has been 
In ire for an international conference to be given full powers and 
At iblish peace based on justice and guaranteed by the superpow¬ 
er “ nc ^ Security Council. Anything short of that is by no 

ins acceptable to the Kingdom, the paper added. Arens, the 
er noted seems to have forgotten that Jordan was the first 
Fc h country to extend support and backing for the Palestinian 
tic ising, and therefore, Jordan has nothing to fear since this is a 
Pl onal stand, supported and backed by ait Arab states and the 
_ :stinc Liberation Organisation. 

olumnist in Al Ra’i daily describes the close cooperation 
mmm ntained by Baghdad and Amman as a balanced and well- 
med endeavour leading towards unity of Arab countries. 
;au AI Majali, who is also paper's editor, says that Amman-is 
ding bridges of close cooperation with Baghdad, Cairo, 
nascus, Sanaa and other Arab capitals in a bid to enhance tbe 
h solidarity and pave the way for a greater measure of 
Ai --Arab cooperation that can lead to unity. The Jordanian 
vs ’es in this direction, the writer adds, remove all forms of despair 
Tf hopelessness in the hearts of the Arab masses and boosts the 
in ■'sphere of consensus that has been prevailing in the Arab 
gg rid since the successful Amman summit. The Arab Coopera¬ 
ge Council which will group Iraq, North Yemen, Jordan and 
* - pi ran be described as a crowning of the King’s endeavours in 
Arab arena, says the writer. Jordan, acting upon directives by 
M. Majesty King Hussein, has been forging ahead with a policy 
lose cooperation with all Arab states which the writer points 
1 / can open the way for a greater and stronger entity in the 
cm part of the Arab World. He said such grouping, for which 

2) [ving is now paving the way, is a guarantee for the Arabs in the 

of challenges and for bolstering the Arab order. 

Dusiuur daily newspaper tackled a statement by Prime 

3) ister Zaid Rifai in the Kuwaiti Al Watan newspaper in which 
^rime minister dwelt on Arab affairs and Jordan’s endeavours 

4 ) ’d-wide to find a peaceful settlement to the Arab-Israeli 
lict. The paper referred to the prime minister’s disclosure that 
1 1 iussein will go to Washington shortly to discuss the Middle 
: question, and said that this will be part of Jordan's on-going 

5) rts to end the problem. The paper referred to Rifai’s remarks 
J.t the Jordanian endeavours to rally the Arab ranks and 
igthen Arab solidarity, and said that the current drive to 
.entf an Arab summit and the King’s contacts with Arab 

Ca ers point to Jordan's orientation towards removing obstacles 
: the path of such important meeting, where the Arab states 
Bo thrash out differences and chart a new strategy for the future. 
Pe paper said that the prime minister's statements were detailed 
—- concentrated, shedding more light on Jordan's policies on the 
nul and external fronts. 


Iran: Winds of change blow stronger 



By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA. Cyprus — Iranian 
leaders of all types are calling for 
greater political and social free¬ 
dom now that the eight-year war 
with Iraq appears over and the 
Islamic revolution enters its 
second decade. 

As the country prepares to face 
the challenges of peace, progres¬ 
sive religious figures are urging 
fresh interpretations of the Shar¬ 
ia, Istam's religious laws and cor¬ 
nerstone of Iran's rigid political 
and social system. 

Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
Iran’s supreme authority, has 
thrown his weight behind the 
trend. 

In a Jan. 4 decree, seen as one 
of his most important pronounce¬ 
ments since the February 1979 
revolution that toppled the late 
Shah Mohammad Reza Pahiavi, 
he stressed the need for Islam to 
adapt to the modem world. 

He called on the conservative 
Council of Guardians, which has 
repeatedly blocked key economic 
legislation on the grounds it 
violates Islam’s tenets, to avoid 
obscure theological arguments 
that will “drive us to dead-ends.” 

Khomeini. SS and reported to 
be in poor health, was reflecting a 
groundswell of sentiment among 
influential religious and political 
leaders seeking to move Iran to¬ 
ward the daheyeh fajr, or decade 
of dawn. 

But travellers from Tehran said 
many Iranians refer to its as the 
daheyeh zajr. a Farsi which 
translates as “decade of suf¬ 
fering.” 

Khomeini, the revolutionary 
patriarch who during the war 
repeatedly appealed to his bicker¬ 
ing officials for unity, last 
November refused requests he 
intervene to settle a fierce debate 
over economic policy and urged 
open discussion. 

He decreed that “academic 
argument should be given a high 
place in Islam and encouraged, 
rather than suppressed” because 
of “dogmatic interpretations and 


authoritarian outlooks." 

The progressive moves are tak¬ 
ing place at the same time as a 
new wave of dissident executions. 
Most accounts say hundreds have 
died. 

This, a power struggle for sup¬ 
remacy in the post-Khomeini era, 
and the influence that Iran's 
deeply entrenched mullahs, re¬ 
tain among much of the 50-mil¬ 
lion-strong population, has made 
many people skeptical about just 
how far the reforms will go. 

Nonetheless, there are clear 
indications that the winds of 
change are blowing stronger after 
years of fiery rhetoric and what 
parliament speaker Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani called “childish slogans" 
in what has been a largely dosed' 
society since the revolution. 
Iran's press has long, been 

freer than many people in the 
West appreciate. But freedom of 
expression and other liberties 
were restricted during the war. 

Hojatoleslam Mohammad 
Javad Hojati Kermani, a middle¬ 
ranking cleric who has become 
Iran’s most popular newspaper 
columnist, took a swipe recently 
at traditionalist mullahs. 

“In the same way that permit¬ 
ting what God has forbidden is 
forbidden, forbidding what God 
has permitted is also forbidden," 
he wrote in Tehran's Ettela’at 
daily. 

“I am puzzled why our reli¬ 
gious authorities consider the safe 
course to be obsessively guarding 
the fortress of what has been 
forbidden rather than guarding 
the flower garden of what is 
indeed permitted by God.” he 
said. 

Rafsanjani, viewed as Tehran's 
leading pragmatist and architect 
of efforts to open up Iran after a 
decade of isolation, noted candid¬ 
ly in a recent speech: “We still 
have a lot of unanswered ques¬ 
tions with regard to society. 

“We have not come forward 
with clear principles in our fore¬ 
ign policy... or in religious mat¬ 
ters that vastly differ today from 
earlier eras of Islam.” 

After the sacrifices of the war. 


in which by some' estimates 1 
million Iranians were killed, Ira¬ 
nians want to enjoy the fruits of 
peace. 

Scheherazade Danesbku, a 
Paris-based Iranian analyst, 
noted that Iranian leaders like 
Rafsaojaoi understand that 
“some of the more puritanical 
and uncompromising aspects of 
Islamic rule will almost certainly 
have to be dispensed with." 

Khomeini’s designated succes¬ 
sor, Ayatollah Hussein-Ali Mon- 
tazeri. who has long urged wider 
freedoms, bluntly told Islamic 
students last October “Freedom 
of expression... is the natural and 
constitutional right of every indi¬ 
vidual. 

“The officials of this country 
and the revolution, who experi¬ 
enced the bitter taste of repres¬ 
sion under the monarchy, should 
take notice of this and avoid the 
assumption we no longer need 
freedom of expression. Should we 
grow intolerant to challenges to 
our ideas, these challenges will 
inevitably turn into bullets." 

Parliamentary deputy Elias 
Hazrati declared during a debate 
on post-war reconstruction and 
the future shape of society: ‘Ten 
years after the revolution, we 
have to bitterly admit that we 
have not been successful in de¬ 
veloping and reforming the sys¬ 
tems we inherited from the for¬ 
mer regime.” 

Kermani noted in one of his 
columns: ‘There are still people 
who refuse to listen to the radio, 
watch television or believe that 
women should not participate in 
marches and Friday prayers, let 
alone parliament. 

“Some citizens are still heard 
complaining about the songs 
aired on the radio and TV. They 
are against women appearing on 
television as newscasters, inter¬ 
viewers and actresses and doubt 
the advisability of consorting with 
foreign non-Muslims, infidels. 
Communists and women who do 
not wear the chador." 

Khomeini said in a letter Oct. 5 
to Hojatoleslam Mohammad 
Hussein Qadiri, a senior religious 


scholar who questioned tbe 
ayatollah's ruling that chess and 
musical instruments were per¬ 
missible under Islamic law: 
“According to your reverence’s 
interpretation of the hagiological 
tradition, modern civilisation 
should be destroyed and people 
should go back to mud huts or 
live in deserts forever.” 

Khomeini urged Qadiri to 
“avoid being affected by sanc¬ 
timonious and illiterate mullahs" 
who many Iranians criticise for 
burying religion in inflexible 
tenets and medieval interpreta¬ 
tions of the holy Koran. 

Kermani noted that 
Khomeini's precepts are “the 
start of a new revolution in our 


deep-rooted... traditional theolo¬ 
gy ...now is tbe time to explicitly 
say that there must be a trans¬ 
formation, a revolution in tbe 
way that the huge resources of 
the rich Shi'ite theology are being 
exploited.” 

He said the brand of theology 
presented by backward-looking 
clerics is “not capable of manag¬ 
ing a home or a village, let alone 
a country.” 

Mohammad Hashemi, Rafsan- 
jani’s brother and head of the 
state-run television and radio net¬ 
work, called in a November inter¬ 
view in the network's Soroush 
magazine for greater media free¬ 
dom to air grievances and critic¬ 
ism of the government. 


Official action, he said, had 
kept his organisation from “doing 
our duty in reflecting criticisms to 
the extent that our mission re¬ 
quires.” 

Soroush also carried an inter¬ 
view with Mahdi Nasari. editor- 
in-chief of the Kayhan daily, 
Iran's largest-selling newspaper, 
in which he said the press has not 
done enough to criticise the re¬ 
volution’s shortcomings. 

“If a society is deprived of the 
blessing of criticism and critical 
encounters ... throughout the 
mass media, then it can be said 
that it is a society facing gradual 
death and at the very least, de¬ 
cline," he said. 


Thatcher takes 
social crusade 
to health care 


By Peter Gregson 

Reuter 

LONDON — Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s radical drive 
to change British society has pre¬ 
scribed a major reshaping of one 
of the country’s most cherished 
institutions, the National Health 
Service (NHS). 

With the water and electricity 
utilities shortly set to follow other 
state monoliths back into private 
hands, and plans in mind for the 
coal industry to do the same, 
attention has turned to one of 
Britain's last great Socialist 
citadels. 

Since it was created by a 
Labour government in 1948, the 
aims and shape of the NHS have 
hardly changed, providing ail Bri¬ 
tons with largely-free health care. 

Run by bureaucrats, and fi¬ 
nanced by taxes, it ranges from 
family doctors through commun¬ 
ity care services to pioneering 
research hospitals. 

Europe’s biggest employer, 
with a workforce of one million, 
the NHS has an annual budget of 
£26 billion (S46 billion) and en¬ 
joys what the Daily Telegraph 
called “a special place in the 
public imagination.” 

But to Thatcher, whose social 
reforms have ranged from selling 
off the gas industry and the tele¬ 
phone network, to promoting 
greater home and share own¬ 
ership, nothing is sacred in the 
crusade to loosen the grip of 
Socialism and give individuals 
greater choice and freedom. 

A strike by nurses over tradi¬ 
tionally low wages and publicity 
over lengthening hospital waiting 
lists alarmed Thatcher in early 
1988. 

A low-key discussion with a 
few aides about tbe nurses’ dis¬ 
pute quickly developed into a 
year-long full-scale review of the 
entire NHS, with the prime 
minister herself chairing tbe com¬ 
mittee. 

Tbe result was draft legislation, 
known as a white paper, submit¬ 
ted to parliament by Health 
Secretary Kenneth Garke at the 
end of January. Called “working 
for patients,” Thatcher said in a 
foreword it was “the most far- 
reaching reform of the National 
Health Service in its 40-year his¬ 
tory." 

Classically Thatcherite in 
mould, it sparked a predictable 
response in the mainly pro-gov¬ 
ernment daily press with head¬ 
lines such as: “Maggie puts pa¬ 
tients first.” 

While m aintainin g the commit¬ 
ment to free services, it aims to 
create a health care market in 
which doctors and dinics can 


compete for business.. 

Patients will have more choice 
of physician and treatment and 
can pay for extra frills while in 
hospital, such as a single room, a 
television, telephone and choice 
of meals. 

"Doctors will have real incen¬ 
tive to work harder and attract 
people’s custom,’’ said Garke. 
“Popular hospitals which treat 
more patients will receive more 
money." 

The white paper said: “Quality 
of service and value for money 
will be more rigorously audited.” 

But minority Social Democra¬ 
tic Party leader David Owen, a 
medical doctor, called it an “un¬ 
healthy prescription.” Saying it 
would create a competitive, com¬ 
mercial market in which stan¬ 
dards will suffer, he added: “For 
those with poor health records 
and low incomes there is naught 
for their comfort.” 

Tbe opposition Labour Party 
said the bill put a price tag on 
every treatment and put “profits 
before patients." 

Labour health spokesman 
Robin Cook said its proposals, to 
be brought in over a three-year 
period after approval by parlia¬ 
ment expected later this year, 
made it dear the NHS was being 
sized up to be sold off. 

The bill also provides for wide 
delegation of responsibility to 
hospitals and doctors from the 
country's 200 health authorities, a 
managerial structure seen by 
many civil servants as archaic and 
aloof from day-to-day problems. 

Large hospitals will be self- 
governing and for the first time 
family doctors will have budgets, 
including fixed ceilings on spirall¬ 
ing drug costs. 

Garke, put in charge of the 
review after being appointed 
health secretary only last July, 
told critics and doubters within 
the ruling Conservative Party that 
the changes would not harm pa¬ 
tient care, 

“They reflect a change of pace 
rather than a fundamental change 
of direction. An NHS that is run 
better will be an NHS that can 
care better,” he added. 

Thatcher pledged: “The 
National Health Service will con¬ 
tinue to be available to all, re¬ 
gardless of income, and to be 
financed mainly out of general 
taxation.” 

Outgoing NHS chief executive 
Len Peach, who stepped down 
after three years at the helm as 
the white paper was published, 
said he was confident the reforms 
would work given time. 

But he warned: “Changing the 
NHS is like turning a supertank¬ 
er. It is a long time before it 
answers to the helm.”. 


‘India, Pakistan to launch missile race* 


By Moses Manoharan 

Reuter 

NEW DELHI—The threat of an 
arms race between India and 
Pakistan could revive tensions 
between two countries that only 
six weeks ago seemed anxious to 
bury age-old differences. 

The competition for high-tech 
weaponry could sour apparently 
warm relations between Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and 
Pakistan's new Premier Benazir 
Bhutto at a summit meeting last 
December. 

Analysts and diplomats say 
Gandhi may adopt a vote-grab-. 
bing bellicose stand ahead of 
general elections be must call by 
toe end of tbe year and return to 
the hardline posture of his 
mother and predecessor Indira. 

In Pakistan, tbe independent 
power of the military could force 
Bhutto to mirror the tough poli¬ 
cies of former strongman Presi¬ 


dent Mohammed Zia U1 Haq. the 
analysts say. 

Even before Pakistani army 
chief Mirza Aslam Beg 
announced this week that Pakis¬ 
tan recently test-fired surface-to- 
surface' rockets, Gandhi had 
warned that India would take 
steps to protea itself. 

"In these circumstances, we 
cannot sit and watch the situa¬ 
tion. We will take necessary steps 
and not allow the security of our 
country to be endangered." be 
said last Friday of reports of the 
Pakistani test firing. 

"This is a very serious develop¬ 
ment,” said a senior Indian gov¬ 
ernment official. 

The death of Zia, a former 
army chief, in an unexplained 
plane crash last August, did not 
ease tensions between the milit¬ 
ary and civilian politicians in 
Pakistan, one Indian analyst said. 

“There is clearly a tug-of-war 
in Pakistan between tbe political 


leadership and the military," said 
A.P. Venkateswaran of the inde¬ 
pendent Centre for Policy Re¬ 
search. 

“With the realisation of what is 
going on in Pakistan, no Indian 
government can afford to be com¬ 
placent," said Venkateswaran, 
India's former foreign secretary. 

K. Subrahmaniyara, a former 
head of the government-funded 
Indian Institute of Defence Stu¬ 
dies and Analysis, said India had 
no choice but to go ahead with its 
own rocket test. 

He said the Pakistani missile 
was too costly and accurate to be 
carrying a conventional warhead. 

Beg said the missiles had a 
range of 300 kilometres and 80 
kilometres and represented a 
landmark achievement because 
they and their guidance systems 
were indigenously produced. 

India, which has fought three 
wars with Pakistan since both 
became independent of Britain in 


1947. tested a nuclear device in 
1974 but insists its nuclear prog¬ 
ramme is peaceful. 

Islamabad bas always denied 
having nuclear weapons but New 
Delhi says Pakistan bas the capa¬ 
bility to make a nuclear bomb. 

India has tested the short-range 
Prithvi missile, comparable to the 
Soviet Scud B missile used by 
Iraq to attack Tehran in the Gulf 
war. 

New Delhi has also developed 
the intermediate range two-stage 
Agni missile but appears to have 
delayed test firing it for political 
reasons. 

“When they go through with 
the test, as we are sure they will 
as soon as the time is ripe, India 
and Pakistan will be on the first 
rung of a ladder that could raise 
tensions on the sub-continent to 
dangerous levels," one West¬ 
ern diplomat who declined to be 
named, said. 


Mozambique eager for Soviet debt forgiveness 


■ By Carlos Cardoso 

MAPUTO, .Mozambique — On 
January 12 the news reached 
Maputo that Soviet economist 
Sergei Sergeiev had told “Mos¬ 
cow News” that the USSR was to 
cancel the debt of 22 nations, 
including that of Mozambique. 

However an official at the 
Soviet embassy in Maputo, 
Andrei Pokrovski, was adamant. 
“It’s premature to say such a 
thing," he told me. “Up until 
now we cannot say whether we 
are going to cancel the debts of 
these countries, including the 
Mozambican debt, whether we 
shall establish a moratorium of 
100 years, or whether such a 
moratorium would cover all or a 
part of toe debt.” 

“In the case of Mozambique, 
eveiything is at a preliminary 
stage,” he continued. “It is too 
early to say anything specific." 

A series of telephone calls to 
top government officials in 
Maputo quickly established that 
Moscow had not yet told Mozam¬ 
bique anything about cancelling 
the debt. But Sergeiev’s state¬ 
ment did stir up expectations: 
“Wouldn’t it be nice?" com¬ 
mented Esmeralda Fernandes of 
the central Banco de Mozambi¬ 
que, an experienced debt nego¬ 
tiator. For a country ravaged by 
war, with a begging bowl eco¬ 
nomy, writing off a debt of 1.6 
billion roubles ($2.6 billion) 
would indeed be a morale 
booster. 

The debt includes both econo¬ 
mic and “special'’ state credits. 
The latter category includes milit¬ 
ary equipment, which is the 
largest slice , of the debt, the 
Soviet Union being Mozambi¬ 
que's main supplier of military 
hardware. 

Pokrovski recalled President 
Gorbachev's speech at the United 


Nations in New York of 7 De¬ 
cember, in which debt forgive¬ 
ness was first raised, and repe¬ 
ated the official Soviet position: 
that the problem of developing 
countries' foreign debt to the 
USSR should be placed in the 
context of a “global solution" to 
indebtedness. 

But, he added, Moscow “is 
prepared to take unilateral steps" 
including the cancellation of the 
debt “in some cases". He recalled 
Mozambique’s June 1988 debt 
rescheduling agreement with the 
western Gub de Paris — which 
includes a 20 year moratorium on 
a $800 million debt with a ten 
year grace period. “Thai’s a basis 
for negotiation, but we can go 
further." 

The matter will be discussed in 
detail on February 27 at tbe next 
meeting of the joint Mizambican/ 
Soviet Commission for Economic 
Technical and Commercial Coop¬ 
eration in Moscow. 

Pokrovski went on to recall the 
Soviet proposal for an interna¬ 
tional conference on Africa’s 
foreign debt, to the held under 
U.N. auspices, and with the parti¬ 
cipation of international finance 
institutions such as the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
World Bank- and the Gub de 
Paris, as well as the creditor and 
debtor nations. 

The USSR, Pokrovski said, has 
proposed a series of principles on 
which such a conference should 
be based. These include: 

— acceptance by the partici¬ 
pants that “the debt cannot be 
paid"; 

— acceptance of the “intimate 
links” between the economic, 
political and social aspects of 
indebtedness; 

— acceptance of the “organic 
interconnections” of the foreign 
debt with other international 
problems such as the liberalisa¬ 


tion of world trade, a reduction in 
military expenditure, limi ts on 
the arms trade, and the resolution 
of regional conflicts. 

The USSR, Pokrovski stressed, 
is also seeking guarantees of 
financial inflows to developing 
countries, and that situations of 
financial dependence will not be 
used to threaten toe sovereignty 
of underdeveloped nations. 

As for Soviet cooperation with 
Mozambique, Pokrovski was 
highly critical. “Our cooperation 
has been heavily biased towards 
Soviet technical assistance,” he 
said. “In most cases, this has 
given negative results. We want 
to move from technical assistance 
to other forms of economic coop¬ 
eration based on the creation of 
joint companies that give profits 
to both partners." 

That would iQdeed be a major 
change. I remember, on a grey, 
autumn day in the Bulgarian sea¬ 
side resort of Vaiua, in 1984, a 
smiling Samora Machel — the 

late president of Mozambique_ 

coming out of a meeting with 
Bulgarian Communist leader 
Todor Zivkhov. 

Machel had every reason to be 
pieced. He bad long supported 
the idea of joint companies, criti¬ 
cising technical assistance, which 
usually meant losses, because of 
the poor qualifications of a lot of 
incoming technicians from East 
European countries and the dis¬ 
mal lack of qualification of most 
Mozambican managers. 

In earlier days the Soviet and 
East European view was that the 
establishment of joint companies 
would imply the extraction of 
surplus value from a foreign 
labour force — which would have 
constituted a violation of basic 
principles of Marxism. But in 
Varna, Zivkhov had finally 
accepted Machel’s point of view. 

Pokrovski dismissed the old 



concepts 'as “a caricatori 
Marxism”.\He argued that “i 
out the accumulation of ca 
economic mechanisms ca 
function: what is important 
respect the principle of mi 
profits in any joint compar 
He said that under the cu; 
policy of “perestroika” (res 
turing), Soviet companies 
have direct access to the int« 
tional market,'and will ha 
their own bask account 
accordance with\normal bus 
principles. This' means thz 
future Mozambique conic 
doing business directly with 
viduai Soviet companies 
PANOS features. ( 
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By James Vicini 
Rearer 

WASHINGTON — Newspap- 
;r cartoonists are having a field 
day with the ruling in the Iran- 
rontra trial that only people 
vho know nothing about Oliv¬ 
er North’s role in the scandal 
■vill be selected as jurors. 

The perfect juror is former 
President Ronald Reagan, 
iccording to the cartoonists. 

One cartoon showed Reagan 
jfjing in the jury box, with the 
Option: “He was the only 
luror we could find who knew 
lbsolutely nothing about the 
(ran-contra affair.” 

Reagan, in interviews before 
le left office last month, in- 
iisted he still did not know all 
.he details of what happened 
during the Iran-contra scheme, 
he worst scandal of his admi- 
ustration. 

‘The three stooges’ 

Federal Judge Gerhard Ges- 
sell has pressed ahead in seek- 
ng an impartial jury, and recaJ- 
ed his experience as one of the 
judges who presided over some 
rf the cases arising from the 
Watergate scandal in the early 
D70s. 

Gesell said a woman was 
seated as a juror on one of the 
Watergate trials after she said 
;he changed her baby’s diapers 
whenever the congressional 
rearings on the scandal came 
in the television. 

In the Iran-contra trial, a 
jrospective juror offered a 
iimilar comment. She said she 
nay have caught a glimpse of 
forth testifying to Congress but 
lid not pay any attention, 
ldding: “It was like looking at 
he three stooges.” 

Diminished ‘OOieaiania’ 

When North testified in July 
1987 before the congressional 
:ommi£tees that investigated 
;^s activities, a wave of 



Oliver North 

“Olliemania” swept the coun¬ 
try, with posters of the retired 
Marine lieutenant colonel and 
even "OUie for president" but¬ 
tons. 

But at the trial there has 
been no such outpouring of 
support. 

The number of reporters and 
sketch artists in the courtroom 
usually exceeded the number 
of spectators, which has dwin¬ 
dled as jury selection has drag¬ 
ged on. 

And only once, during a 
brief recess, has a supporter 
come forward asking for 
North’s autograph. 

Identification problem 

Some prospective jurors 
have been unable even to iden¬ 
tify North, who .sits at the 
defence table flanked by three 
of his lawyers. 

Asked if he could pick out 
North, a beating mechanic 
scanned the courtroom and 
said: *Tnot not sure if it's that 
guy there blinking his eye. He’s 
just constantly winking.” 

North, who has intently stu¬ 
died each juror, then gave the 
juror a thumbs-up sign as the 
courtroom erupted in laughter. 


Arab farming — 
lessons from Africa 




The small farmer in Africa is winning greater recognition but 
in her—or his role—is a lesson for the Arab world, which is 
battling to overcome dependence on costly food imports. 


raised for their antlers, processed into valu¬ 
able hormone-based medicines. The ranch¬ 
men led by P. Popov harvested a record 9.7 
kilogrammes of antlers from each of the S66 
animals this season. (V. Sadchikov/TASS) 


n, Jurors fun 
of North trial 

Massive legal fees 


The soaring legal fees 
already spent in the case have 
exeeded the amount of money 
at issue in the scandal — $14 
million that was diverted to the 
Nicaraguan contra rebels from 
secret U.S. arms sales to Iran 
in 1985-86. 

The office of the special pro¬ 
secutor in the case has spent 
more than $13 million in tax¬ 
payers’ money investigating the 
scandal and bringing the case 
to trial, while North’s legal bill 
reportedly has topped $3 mil¬ 
lion. 

See but don’t speak 

Lawyers for the U.S. govern¬ 
ment intelligence agencies can 
have seats in the crowded cour¬ 
troom to watch the trial, but 
they effectively have been bar¬ 
red from saying anything. 

• Gesell granted a prosecution 
request that seats be made 
available for lawyers from the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
the super-secret National 
Security Agency and the de- 
partments of Justice, State and 
Defence. 

But he made clear they can¬ 
not interrupt the trial. “I don’t 
intend to have this case run by 
three or four security gurus,” 
he said. 

The lawyer and the jury 

North's chief defence 
lawyer, Brendan Sullivan, 
often has been sympathetic 
when questioning prospective 
jurors who have been sum¬ 
moned to the courtroom for 
what is expected to be a five- 
month trial. 

At one point, he told, a 
potential juror that even he had 
received a notice for jury duty 
requiring that he appear in a 
Washington court in early 
March. 

Gesell peered down from the 
bench and said: “I’ll get you 
excused.” 


By George Crooks 

LONDON — As the Arab world 
considers the impact in the com¬ 
ing decades of its food dependen¬ 
cy the lessons of Africa are sober¬ 
ing and instructive. 

In less than half a century of 
independence agriculture in the 
African countries has gone 
through major upheavals, hit by 
natural disasters and governmen¬ 
tal neglect. Only recently has it 
been receiving attention of plan¬ 
ners and agricultural strategists. 

In the beginning newly inde¬ 
pendent states paid lip-service to 
agriculture or embarked on im¬ 
practical projects. There are dis¬ 
turbing analogies to be drawn 
between that early period of poli¬ 
cy blunders in Africa and the 
neglect and complacency that 
agriculture has experienced in 
parts of the Arab world. 

In interviews with scores of 
farmers, the New York-based 
Hunger Project has emphasised 
the role now being played by the 
small farmers in Africa — a role 
that many experts believe should 
be played by the small farmer in 
the Arab world as well. A large 
part of the Arab population is 
African — from Egypt to Mauri¬ 
tania — and the lessons are com¬ 
mon to both Arab and non-Arab 
tillers of the land. 

Joan Homes, global executive 
director of the non-profit institu¬ 
tion, believes the small-scale far¬ 
mers of sub-Saharan Africa are 
“one of the ... greatest re¬ 
sources.” Seven out of 10 inhabi¬ 
tants of sub-Saharan Africa are 
small-scale fanners. 

'These tens of milli ons of men 
and women are at the heart of the 
struggle for economic liberation. 
They are in the front line of the 
battle to eradicate the persistence 
of hunger," she notes. 

A third of the Arab popula¬ 
tion, particularly that based in 
Africa, faces starvation if im¬ 
mediate efforts are not made to 
augment agriculture in the Arab 
world, according to recent studies 
made by Arab and international 
experts. But rapid urban expan¬ 
sion and—in the Arabian penin¬ 
sula — lack of manpower and 
high costs pf agricultural produc¬ 
tion present major challenges. 

The Hunger Project’s inter¬ 
views with ordinary farmers re¬ 
vealed the vast untapped re¬ 
source of expertise in the African 
farming community. In the tradi¬ 
tional Arab agricultural societies, 
catapulted into a new era by the 
oil-fed prosperity, similar exper¬ 
tise is waiting to be exploited. 

Mwalabu Ndonye, a Kenyan 
interviewed by the Hunger Pro¬ 
ject. said, “Let anyone come, 
even experts on agriculture, and 
ask me bow I do things tin my 
farm, and I will tell them.” 

Another farmer, Ibrahima 
Seek, from Senegal, said, “We 
now believe in ourselves ... We 
believe in our possibilities, in our 
ability to take our own develop¬ 
ment into our own hands.” 

“Farming,” said Nigerian Igwe 
Fred Uziogwe, “is the only road 
to success.'.* According to 


Unseen peril poses challenge 


ly a U.N. correspondent) 

What is the "greatest cbal- 
oge" now facing the interna- 
inal community? According to 
r. Mostafa Tolba, the Executive 
irector of the United Nations’ 
avironment Programme, it is 
n the more obvious nuclear 
reat but an unseen peril known 
the “greenhouse effect.” 

This phenomenon — another 
ample of Man-made pollution 
- is resulting in a warming of the 
arth’s climate, with far-reaching 
■nsequences. many of them 
imaging. 

The UNEP has been tasked by 
; parent body to lead the inter¬ 
zonal effort to try to limit the 
inning process. Dr. Tolba is 
it being unduly alarmist in his 
uning on the potential results 
the “greenhouse effect.” 


He is only too aware that some 
warming is already regarded as 
inevitable. Scientific experts be¬ 
lieve that the world will heat up 
by between 1.5 and 4.5 degrees 
Centigrade during the first half of 
the next century. 

This will mean that the planet 
will be at its warmest for 125,000 
years and result in higher sea 
levels, due to melting ice, and 
serious disruption to harvests. 

There are two main causes. 
Firstly, mankind is now having to 
pay the cost of the increasing 
burning of fossil fuels, especially 
during recent decades. This has 
led to a build-up of carbon diox¬ 
ide in the atmosphere. 

Not content with this cumula¬ 
tive effect, Man is now exacerbat¬ 
ing the problem by steadily des¬ 
troying the tropical rainforests. 

Felling the trees in these vast 


areas is itself a major ecological 
blunder if only because they 
absorb carbon dioxide and re¬ 
lease oxygen. But the error is 
grossly compounded when fore¬ 
sted tracts are cleared by burning, 
thus producing even more of the 
gas. 

The other “culprits" are also 
gases — the chJorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs) which have a wide range 
of commercial uses, including the 
manufacture of aerosols and re-' 
frigerators. 

In fact, it is feared that pro 
rata, the emission of CFCs contri¬ 
butes much more to the “green¬ 
house effect.” 

But the main damage they are 
believed to be causing is to de¬ 
plete the protective ozone layer 
above the Earth. Growing inter¬ 
national concern over this led to 
an international agreement 


reached at a conference in Mon¬ 
treal last year. 

Under this accord, which came 
into force Jan. 1, signatory na¬ 
tions are pledged to cut their 
production and use of CFCs by 
half in three stages by the end of 
the century. 

In the meantime, however, 
some have concluded that the 
agreement does not go far 
enough and that the situation 
demands greater urgency. Conse¬ 
quently, another international 
gathering is to be staged in Lon¬ 
don in March, when about 150 
governments are expected to be 
represented, either at Ministerial 
or senior official level. 

Leading international scientists 
and industrialists have also been 
invited to the meeting which Bri¬ 
tain is organising in association 
with UNEPT— Lions features. 


Oumarou Youssoufou, the Orga¬ 
nisation of African Unity dele¬ 
gate at the United Nations, agri¬ 
culture was “the cornerstone of 
the (economic) recovery 
strategy” initiated by African 
governments, in the mid-1980s. 

Professor Adebayo Adedeji, 
executive secretary of the U.N. 
Economic Commission for Afri¬ 
ca, believes that African farmers 
“are in League with the head of 
state in trying to promote food 
self-sufficiency for his country. 
They are not second-class 
citizens. They are doing their jobs 
as fanners, m aking the greatest 
contribution to the survival of the 
nation and the well-being of the 
people.” 

Although the spectre of such 
deprivation may seem removed 
from the Arab world, parts of the 
Arab League area are compara¬ 
ble in prevailing conditions to 
those in sub-Saharan Africa. The 
need for taking heed and urgent 
initiatives in obvious, according 
to experts. 

A closer study of the fanner 
also has demolished their 
stereotypes. “Rather than being 
conservative, bound by tradition, 
and simple (small-scale farmers 
are) experimenters, risk takers, 
(and) innovators; intensifies and 


diversifiers; colonisers or 
pioneers; addicts for new in¬ 
formation; practitioners of great 
common sense; social and econo¬ 
mically rational beings," wrote 
author Robert E. Rhoades. 

Two-thirds of all land holdings 
in Africa are under two hectares, 
and nearly 96 per cent are of 
fewer than 10 hectares. The small 
fanners, therefore, are often 
among the poorest. Across the 
continent, urban incomes are 
four to eight times higher than 
incomes in agriculture. 

African farmers, unlike Arab 
farmers, are overwhelmingly 
women. Women working on 
small farms now produce 90 per 
cent of the food consumed local¬ 
ly. In most countries, more than 
80 per cent of those who earn 
their living as farmers are 
women. On average, 22 per cent 
of all African farm households 
are headed by women, according 
to a Hunger Project study. 

Until the 1980s the fall poten¬ 
tial of African farmers went 
largely untapped. Neglected in 
favour of other priorities, the 
farmer was hampered by low 
prices for crops, lack of access to 
necessary inputs, and failed gov¬ 
ernment policies. 

As a result of the recurrent, 
crises, Africa plunged from self- 
sufficiency in food m the 1950s to 
widespread malnutrition and 
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hunger in the 1970s and 1980s. In 
1938, Africa exported cereals; in 
1950, Africa was self-sufficient; in 
1976 Africa was importing 10 
million tons of cereals a year; 13 
million tons in 1978 and 31 mil¬ 
lion tons in 1983. And yet, ex¬ 
perts believe, in the long run, 
most African countries have the 
physical capacity to feed them¬ 
selves. 

Following the disastrous 
drought and food shortages of 
1983-85, a broad consensus has 
developed among African traders 
that the future of Africa is inex¬ 
tricably bound to agriculture. In 
support of this, leaders of 28 
African nations in a 1985 summit 
issued the so-called Addis Ababa 
Declaration, centra] to which was 




the commitment of leaders to 
si gnifican tly improve the agri¬ 
cultural situation in their coun¬ 
tries by allocating between 20 and 
25 per cent of their total public 
investment outlay to agriculture 
by the year 1989. 

Three years later, at least 24 
countries have reached the target 
of 25 per cent of their total public 
investment outlay earmarked for 
the agricultural sector. The mobi¬ 
lisation of resources alone, of 
course, is not sufficient to ensure 
a healthy agricultural picture, 
according to experts. This is no¬ 
where as relevant as in the Mid¬ 
dle East, where investment in 
agriculture over the years has 
been vast but output less than 
impressive. 
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ir all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please call: 

\MIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmcisani 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676. 604696 








To advertise in 
this section 



Call 667171-6 
670141-4 

ext. 223 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sfra 30 % hunger 

* Free enlarge¬ 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle Mat Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming poi is available 
Takeaway available 

Open dailv 12:00 - 15-30 
IS:W-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

K Tel: 661922 / 




' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

K 6 :30-Midnight > 


P CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Tak a - away s ervice 

Open daily Noon - 3:30p.m. 

& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akitah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 

available 

Open Daily 12.30-&30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the Holiday hn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 
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Bush unveils thrift bailout plan I Iran proposes trade body with GCC 5 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Bush Tuesday 
unveiled a plan financed in part by $50 billion in 
government bonds to shore up the ailing U.S. 
savings industry without Imposing direct fees on 
depositors. 


“We intend to restore our de¬ 
posit insurance system to com¬ 
plete health... we will see that the 
guarantee to depositors is forever 
honoured," he told a news con¬ 
ference. 

Bush said his plan would 
address economic difficulties 
faced by the savings and loan 
industry but would take into 
account that “unconscionable 
risk-taking, fraud and outright 
criminality" had been factors in 
the crisis. 

The plan would: 

— Create a financing corpora¬ 
tion to issue £50 billion in govern¬ 
ment bonds to shore up failing 
institutions: 

— Put the estimated 350 insol¬ 
vent savings institutions under 
joint control of the Federal De¬ 
posit Insurance Corp (FDIC), 
which oversees commercial 
banks, and the Federal Savings 
and Loan Corp (FSLrC); 

— Overhaul the regulatory sys¬ 
tem to give the FDIC the sole 
authority to insure and set stan¬ 
dards for savings banks; 

— Add $50 million to the 
budget of the Justice Department 
to “seek out and punish" those 
responsible for criminal misman¬ 
agement of savings and loan in¬ 
stitutions. 

The Bush plan for the crisis had 
been billed by the White House 
as a “permanent and comprehen¬ 
sive" solution. Many experts esti¬ 
mate it could take up to S100 


billion to save the thrift industry. 

The Bush administration has 
been struggling to find a way to 
rescue savings institutions with¬ 
out violating^ the president's oft- 
repeated election pledge not to 
raise taxes. 


emerged as Bush's first major 
domestic policy challenge. 

Difficult economic conditions, 
particularly in the U.S. south¬ 
west, undermined the financial 
integrity of hundreds of savings 
institutions. But Bush said mis¬ 
management and fraud also play¬ 
ed a role. 


“He (Bush) has hit a home 
run," said congressman Jim 
Leach, a Republican on the 
House of Representatives Bank¬ 
ing Committee. 

He said he hoped Congress 
would expedite consideration of 
the plan, with final action before 
Easter. 


Punishment 


Bush's senior advisers bad 
been considering slapping a fee 
on bank customers of 25 cents per 
$100 of deposits. But when the 
plan was leaked to the media, 
members of Congress and the 
industry rebelled, claiming it 
amounted to a tax increase. 

The president’s new plan — 
which must be approved by the 
Democra tic-controlled Congress 
— would raise the fees paid by 
savings and commercial banks to 
their insurance corporations, but 
by no more than seven cents per 
$100 of the insurance protection. 

Asked if he could guarantee 
that savings institutions and 
banks would not pass on the cost 
of the rescue plan to their cus¬ 
tomers. Bush replied: “We're not 
guaranteeing that. I would hope 
that that would not happen, but 
there's no guaranteeing what in¬ 
stitutions will do. There is no 
guarantee of passing this on to 
the consumer, nor is there a 
guarantee that it won’t be passed 
on." 


“Nothing is without pain when 
you come to solve a problem of 
this magnitude," he added. * 
The savings and loan crisis has 


The president said he was de¬ 
termined to “seek out and pun¬ 
ish" any savings and loan execu¬ 
tives who had put their institu¬ 
tions in jeopardy through crimin¬ 
al behaviour. 

“I make you a solemn pledge 
that we will make every effort to 
recover assets diverted from 
these institutions and to place 
behind bars those who have 
caused losses through criminal 
behaviour," be emphasised. 

As part of the effort to punish 
those abusing the system, Bush 
said be would order the Justice 
Department to double the per¬ 
sonnel involved in investigations. 

“Let those who would take 
advantage of the public trust and 
put at risk the savings of Amer¬ 
ican families anticipate that we 
will seek them out, pursue them 
aud demand the most severe 
penalties," the president said. 

Bush has bad to grapple with 
the tough task of mapping a 
strategy that will prop up the 
industry without costing the 
federal government so much that 
it would jeopardise his domestic 
spending priorities, which he will 
outline in a address to Congress 
Thursday. 

Initial reaction in the Congress 
to Bush's plan seemed to be 
positive. 


Savings and loan institutions 
traditionally have concentrated 
on offering mortgages to home 
buyers and are monitored by 
their own federal regulator, the 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 

Commercial banks, which are 
regulated by other agencies, have 
mainly made commercial loans. 

However, barriers dividing the 
types of services both offer have 
been dismantled in the 1980s, and 
commercial banks now offer 
mortgages through subsidiaries. 

Banks pay a premium of eight 
cents on each $100 of deposits to 
the FDIC, which insures all de¬ 
posits for savers up to $100,000. 
Savings banks pay a premium of 
about 21 cents to the FSLIC. 

Experts say the government 
insurance fund that guarantees 
savings and loan deposits of up to 
$100,000 is likely to exhaust its 
resources unless a comprehensive 
aid package is adopted. 

Savings and loan executives 
have said an increase in insurance 
premiums could push up the in¬ 
terest rates they charge to bor¬ 
rowers, drive their business to 
banks and prompt massive with¬ 
drawals. 

Similarly, commercial banks 
have said money market funds 
and other financial institutions 
could reap a windfall if banks and 
savings institutions were forced to 
increase their interest rates. 


Japan seeks larger participation in IMF 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan, seeking 
a larger role in dealing with Third 


a larger role in dealing with Third 
World debt problems, wants to 
gain a bigger voice in the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) by 
putting in more money, a high- 
ranking IMF official said 
Tuesday. 

U.S. reluctance to have its 
power diluted by larger Japanese 
contributions to organisations like 
the IMF, however, is slowing 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished, 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa¬ 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Japan's attempts to assume grea¬ 
ter responsibility, the official 
said. 

“Japan wishes to make a spe¬ 
cial Japanese contribution to the 
IMF's capital, which would en¬ 
able it to obtain a higher, stron¬ 
ger position within the IMF,” 
Hermann Onno Christiana Raid¬ 
ing, chairman of the IMF’s In¬ 
terim Committee, told reporters. 

“Most members of the IMF, 
including Japan, want to see a 
stronger IMF and World Bank 
.and tiiat implies a larger capital 
quota for the IMF," said Ruding. 

Ruding said the supports 
Japan's desire to increase its con¬ 
tribution to the IMF as well as a 
proposal to-raise the IMF's total 
capital fund by between 50 and 
100 per cent. 

But the United States, which 
holds enough power to veto mea¬ 
sures it does not support, was not 
convinced of the need for a larger 
capital fund and ‘.‘has been reluc¬ 
tant to support a substantial 
quota increase," Ruding said. 

IMF contributions determine 
members’ voting power and pro¬ 
vide resources for loans to de¬ 
veloping nations. Hie United 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
REQUIRED 


Ruency in English, with some knowledge of Arabic. 
Accurate typing, filing, telex, facsimile and good know¬ 
ledge of operating a wordprocessing system mandatory. 

For appointment please call 6Q5930/660160 


You are welcome to avail Pakistani hospitalitv on board 
PIA's A-300 Air Bus every Wednesday at 2135 non-stop to 
Karachi with immediate and convenient connections (o 
Dhaka, Bombay, Delhi, Colombo, Bangkok, Peking, Singa¬ 
pore, Tokyo and all domestic cities same day from Karachi. 


Our incoming non-stop flights to Amman from Karachi now 
arrive every Friday at 1040 which also provide immediate 
connections from all above destinations. 


For further information and your reservation please 
contact nearest agent or our GSA M/S. JITT. Tel: 625981/ 


contact nearest agent or out GSA M/S. JITT, Tel: 625981/ 
655156, King Hussein Street, Amman - Jordan. 
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States holds the largest share of 
voting power, 19.01 per cent, 
while Japan ranks fifth with 4.7 
per cent. IMF decisions require 
85 per cent support, be said. 

At an IMF meeting last April, 
former finance minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa called for Japan's 
share to be raised to match its 
economic stature. 

Ruding, who is also finance 
minister of the Netherlands, was 
in Tokyo for talks with Japanese 
Finance Minister Tetsuo 
Murayama and Bank of Japan 
Governor Satoshi Sumita before 
travelling to Washington for meet¬ 
ings with U.S. officials. 

He criticised the United States 
and some European nations, 
saying they relied too heavily on 
monetary policy to resolve econo¬ 
mic problems like their budget 
deficits, thereby pushing interest 
rates higher and making it more 
difficult for developing nations to 
repay their debts. 

Many developing nations have 
stopped repaying the principal of 
their debts and Brazil has sus¬ 
pended payments of the interest 
on its debt. 

Ruding praised Japan for offers 
it has made to provide new united 
loans in parallel with the IMF and 


to extend loans on easy terms to 
large debtors through its export- 
import bank, a plan the IMF’s 
Interim Committee said would 
contribute to economic growth in 
developing nations. 

“Japan is contributing substan¬ 
tially to the resolution of the debt 
problem with new proposals and 
by making funds available in va¬ 
rious forms," Ruding said. 

The Interim Committee, poli¬ 
cy-making arm of the 151-mem¬ 
ber organisation, has urged banks 
in industrial nations to continue 
lending money to developing na¬ 
tions despite their accumulated 
debts, which amounted to $1.3 
trillion at the end of 1987. 

U.S. banks had $96 billion in 
outstanding loans to Third World 
nations last year. Japanese banks’ 
accumulated loans to developing 
countries amounted to $43.5 bil¬ 
lion in 1986, the most recent 
figures available from the finance, 
ministry. 

Last summer, the Group of' 
Seven major industrial democra¬ 
cies advocated forgiving part of 
Africa’s debt. 

Japan, one of the seven, since 
has committed itself to using gov¬ 
ernment funds to write off the 
debts of the poorest nations. 


SALE NOTICE- 


The following vehicle, equipment and materials are for sale on “As is 
where is basis." 



(1) Mercedes Benz Car 1983 model 230 E in excellent running condition 
- one 

(2) Mobile cement concrete mixer "Benford” 600/400 Itr capacity with 
weighing arrangement in working order — one 

(3) Steel in form of used moukJs/shutlering approx, quantity — 100 MT 

(4) Used containers 20 leet size — 3 

The above are lying in the Aqaba Railway Project yard and can be 
inspected on any working day Between 8 am. and 4 p.m. 

Interested parties may submit their quotations In a letter form 
latest by 18-2-’89 to the Post Box No: 1320, Aqaba. Jordan. 

Any quotations,received after the due date 18-2-'89 may not be 
'considered. No binding to accept any or all the quotations. * 




THE AMMAN BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 

seeks 

for March 1989 


1. A full-time teacher of French language and literature to 
senior school students. Experience with GCE an 
advantage. 


and for August 1989 


2. A teacher of Biology and General Science to senior 
school students. Experience with GCE an advantage. 

3. A teacher of English language and literature with 
possibility of Head of Department position. Foreign 
experience and/or qualifications preferred with know¬ 
ledge of EFL/ESL an advantage. 

Deadline for both positions is Monday February 

20. Applications are available from the reception. 
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ABU DHABI, United Arab 
Emirates (AP) — Iran has prop¬ 
osed setting up a joint trade 
chamber with countries member 
of the six-nation Gulf Coopera¬ 
tion Council (GCC), an Iranian 
official said Tuesday. 

“We intend to build up our 
non-oil trade and have no inten¬ 
tion of borrowing for the recon¬ 
struction of the war-hit areas 
which would take at least 10 years 
and (cost) $1150 billion," said Ali 
Naghi Khamooshi, president of 
Iran’s Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Mines. 

Khamooshi is in Abu Dhabi at 
the head of a five-member Ira¬ 


nian delegation, participating in a 
meeting of the newly established 
Islamic Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry and Commodities. The 
conference opened Monday with 
a call for an Islamic common 
market, patterned after the Euro¬ 
pean common market. 

The Islamic chamber was laun¬ 
ched recently by the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC), 
which groups 46 Islamic nations. 
It is expected to be based in 
Pakistan, one of the leading OIC 
members. 

Representatives of the OIC 
states, including Iran's foe Iraq, 
were present at the four-day con¬ 


ference. 

The agenda includes imposing 
an Islamic boycott of Israel and 
means of improving living condi¬ 
tions for Palestinians in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

“Iran has adopted an open 
trade policy, allowing the private 
sector to play a wider role in the 
reconstruction of the war-dam¬ 
aged economy,’ Khamooshi told 
the Associated Press in an Inter¬ 


view. 

However, he admitted that the 
Iranian government “would con¬ 
tinue to set the guidelines for the 
private sector.” 

He did not elaborate on the 


extent of government involve* 
ment. 

He said Iran will submit a 
formal proposal for the joint 
trade chamber to the Islamic' 
gathering in Abu Dhabi. The. 
GCC groups Saudi Arabia,, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman and! 
Qatar. 

“Iran will also propose canying 
out joint ventures with the GCC 
members." he added. I 

Ties between Iran and GCC 
states, most of whom openly 
backed Iraq in the eight-year-old 
Gulf war, began improving after, 
the Aug. 20 ceasefire. 


S. Arabia denies exceeding OPEC quota 


RIYADH (AP) — Saudi Arabia 
denied Tuesday reports that the 
kingdom’s oil output in January 
was above its 4.524 million bar¬ 
rels a day quota decreed by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex¬ 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

The Saudi Press Agency 
-quoted an unnamed “responsible 
source" at the ministry of pet¬ 
roleum and mineral wealth as 
saying that the kingdom had not 
exceeded its quota “even a little 
bit" and that what was published 
about a violation of the quota was 
“totally fabricated." 

The source “affirmed Saudi 
production in January was a little 
less than the assigned quota," 
and noted that output from the 


joint production area with 
Kuwait, known as the Neutral 
Zone, was also included in the 
official figure, the agency said. 

The New York-based oil news¬ 
letter. Petroleum Intelligence 
Weekly (PIW), reported this 
week that Saudi Arabia was 
among five OPEC states in the 
Gulf region that have violated 
their assigned quotas under a 
total OPEC output ceding of 18.5 
million banels per day. 

The ceiling went into effect 
Jan. 1, curbing unbridled output 
by the group’s 13 member states 
by more than three million bar¬ 
rels per day to bolster flagging oil 
prices and raise them to an $18 
per barrel level. 


Market values worker 
freight group at £800m 


LONDON (R) — A road haulage 
consortium which was bought 
from the government by its own 
workers in 1982 because no one 
else wanted was valued at more 
than £800 milli on ($1.4 billion) by 
the stock market Monday. 

The flotation of shares in the 
NFC, formerly Britain’s National 
Freight Consortium, crowned a 
rags-to-riches business saga which 
has made several of an original 
10,000 worker-shareholders into 
millionaires. 

Their investment has increased 
100-fold with soaring profits by 
the group, which is now engaged 
in road transport, home removals 
and the travel agency business. 
And Monday's flotation made 
more big paper profits for the 
shareholders. 

Shares in the group, on public 
offer for the first time, traded at 
around £2.50 ($4.32) compared 
with a forecast £2 ($3.46). 

They were scarce because few 
worker-owners were selling. 

“There are many more buyers 
at the moment than sellers," said 
chairman Sir Peter Thompson, 
who saw the value of his own 
stake jump more than £1 million 
($1.73 million) to an estimated 
£3.9 million ($6.7 million). 

The share float sealed NFC's 
transition from state control in 
one of the most successful priva¬ 
tisations undertaken by Con¬ 
servative Prune Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher. 

The group's international in¬ 
terests include Allied Van Lines 
in the United States and a remov¬ 
als network which spans Europe, 
the Middle East, Asian countries. 


A HOUSE IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 
FOR RENT 

■With or without furniture, first floor, separate entrance, private 
garden, private garage, with separate central heating, tele¬ 
phone. consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 2 
bathrooms, glassed-in veranda, spacious kitchen. 

Location: Western Shmeisani, west of Professional Association 
Complex, Abdul Halim Ai Nimer Street, near Bilal Mosque, 
House No. 24. 

Tel. 885593 - 665711 from 9 a.m. - 12:00 noon and 4-6 
pJD. 
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PIW said Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Iran and the Un¬ 
ited Arab Emirates contributed 
to make OPEC overshoot its 
18.5-million-barrel daily ceiling 
to 19.7 million barrels last month. 

PIW put Saudi output in Janu¬ 
ary around 4.6 million banels 
daily, and said that the figure 
excluded production from the 
Neutral Zone it shares with 
Kuwait. 

It estimated joint output from 
the Neutral Zone at 350,000 bar¬ 
rels per day, half of it for Saudi 
Arabia, that meant that by 
PIWs estimates, Saudi produc¬ 
tion for January was close to 4.8 
milli on barrels a day. 

Private industry officials in a 


survey by AP-Dow Jones hayp 
placed Saudi output around 4.^f 
million banels per day in Janu¬ 
ary, excluding a 150,000 barrels a_ 
day share from the Neutral Zone.' 

The Neutral Zone output was 
sold by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
for the account.of Iraq during ifs 
eight-year war with Iran. 

Iraq Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim A1 Chalabi was quoted by : 
a Kuwaiti newspaper Monday as 
co nfirmin g the sales ended Jan. 1, 
in view of the five-montb-old 
ceasefire with Iran. 

Tuesday's statement also was 
the first indication that Saudi 
Arabia was including its share of. 
the Neutral Zone production in 
its overall quota. 


S. Africa clamps down 
on currency swindlers 


Australia and New Zealand. 

The flotation added almost 
£100,000 ($173,000) to the 
£250,000 ($430,000) holdings of 
about 400 other employees in¬ 
cluding truck drivers, loaders and 
typists . 

A worker who invested £500 
($865) in 1982 was worth £50.000* 
($86,500) on paper when the 
stock exchange opened Monday. 

NFC was the ailing road haul¬ 
age wing of state-owned British 
Rail when Thompson led the 
worker buyout. Regular inves¬ 
tors, put off by industrial reces¬ 
sion, shunned the privatisation 
scheme. 

But Thompson persuaded em¬ 
ployees, some of whom mort¬ 
gaged their homes and invested 
their savings, to take on the risk. 

.The company is still three- 
quarter owned by employees, re¬ 
tired workers and their families 
and Thompson said he was an¬ 
xious for NFC to remain a family 
business. 

“I for one don't begrudge them 
at all selling a few shares and 
having a good holiday or perhaps 
buying the car they wanted," he 
said. “But I hope that they will 
stay there in substance and don't 
sell and I think that’s how they 
will behave." 

Truck driver Roy Howard told 
reporters: “Its tempting but I’d 
like to haug on to the shares, 
keep them for the kids.’’ 

The stock exchange has 
allowed double voting rights for 
worker shareholders which 
analysts said gave virtual guaran¬ 
teed protection against takeover 
to NFC. 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa’s central bank Tues¬ 
day announced tighter measures 
to stop abuses of foreign ex¬ 
change controls after a series of 
currency scandals provoked cri¬ 
ticism of its supervisory system. 

The Reserve Bank will boost 
tbe number of inspectors and 
increase cooperation between its 
own departments so it can better 
detect attempted currency fraud, 
bank governor Gerbard De Kock 
said in a statement. 

The measures complement 
several other initiatives and legal 
changes made late last year, De 
Kock added. 

South Africa uses a two-tier 
currency system to prevent any 
panic flight of capital abroad 
which could be touched off by 
concern about black unrest or fore¬ 
ign sanctions and corporate disin¬ 
vestment. 

De Kock said the system, 
although it left much scope for 
fraud, was hard to enforce and 
was only partially effective but it 
remained necessary. 

“As long as this is the case, the 
control must be made as effective 
as possible,” he said. 

Police said last mouth they 
were investigating foreign ex¬ 
change fraud cases involving 550 
million rand ($229 million). In 
addition an official probe involv¬ 
ing business deals in the nominal- 
ly-independent black “home¬ 
lands” exposed illegal currency 
deals totalling 100 million rand 
($42 million). 

The inquiry late last year found 
apparent lapses by the central 
bank in its supervision of cuiren- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Tuesday, Feb. 7, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutsche mark 
Swiss franc 


French Crane 

88.6 

89.5 

Japanese yea (for 100) 

436.3 

440.7 

Dutch guilder 

Swedish crown 

267.3 

88.6 

270.0 

89.5 

Italian lira (for 100) 

41.3 

41.7 

Belgian franc (for JO) 

143.6 

145.0 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY —- Heavy afternoon trading in options helped to halt a 
slide but prices still closed lower. The All-Ordinaries Index was 
down 8.3 at 1.492.1. 


TOKYO — Prices firmed to a new record close but profit-taking 
frimmed early gains and one dealer said the market had slowed 
down. The Nikkei Index gained 51.90 to 31,880.65. 

HONG KONG — Market closed for Lunar New Year holiday. 
SINGAPORE —- Market dosed for Lunar New Year holiday. 

BOMBAY — Share prices buckled under institutional ^Tiing to 
close subdued after rallying Monday. Brokers said tbe market 
opened firm but foiled to attract follow-up support as attention 
again shifted to political developments. 

FRANKFURT — Share prices ended mixed after a thin, volatile 
session. The Real-Time 30-share Dax Index peaked at an intraday 
high of 1,352.11 before slipping back to dose at 1,344.94. 

ZURICH — Shares recovered from a weak and dull opening as a 
wave of lively buying moved the market higher towards the end of 
the session. The All-Share Swiss Index dosed at 962.3 points, 0.8 
point above Monday's close. 

PARIS — Shares ended down but were off lows after sharp rises 
in several including airplane maker Dassault and engineering 
group Labinal. The price index of moodily settlement stocks 
ended 0.37 per cent down. 

LONDON — Shares recovered much of Monday's fell in trade 
near the day’s highs in late business, reflecting gains on Wall 
Street and a return of selective buying interest. By 1603 GMT, the 
FTSE 100 was up 16.9 points to 2,061.2. 

MEW YORK —■ Wall Street stocks were higher but pulling back 
from their session highs. The Dow was ahead 10 at 2331 in 
morning trading. 


cy controls. 

“The investigation... into cer¬ 
tain alleged contraventions of the 
banks act and the exchange con¬ 
trol regulation have underlined 
the need not only for intensified 
and expanded banking supervi¬ 
sion and exchange control but 
also for unproved coordination 
between these two widely diffe¬ 
rent control functions,** 

“The (central) bank's policing 
record is hardly enviable," Ho¬ 
ward Preece, deputy editor of the 
Johannesburg business journal 
Finance Week, wrote last month. 

De Kock said banking laws 
were changed last year to allow 
Reserve Bank supervision of un¬ 
registered banking businesses. 

A joint inquiry was also laun¬ 
ched into bow to tighten 
loopholes arising from South 
Africa’s treatment of four of the 
homelands as independent states.' 

The central bank says it is 
reviewing the role of commercial 
banks as authorised foreign ex¬ 
change dealers, adding they had 
to be more diligent and effective, 
in their control functions. 

South Africa’s two-tier system ■ 
includes the ordinary commercial ■ 
rand and a unit called the fin an-; 
rial rand, a restricted investment 
currency, which trades at a dis¬ 
count of about 40 per cent to the 
commercial rand. 

Most people taking money out; 
of the country must buy foreign • 
exchange at the lower financial. 
rand rate, which means they get 
fewer dollars for their rand. Fore¬ 
ign investors can buy at the sarnie 
rate, meaning they get more rand . 
for their dollar. 
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Borg is hospitalised 
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MILAN (R) — Former Swedish 
teams star Bjorn Borg was rushed 
to hospital in Milan Tuesday after 
taking an overdose of barbitu¬ 
rates, a police spokesman said. 

Inspector Giampiero Casagli at 
Milan police headquarters re¬ 
fused to comment on a report by 
the Italian news agency ANSA 
that Borg had apparently tried to 
commit suicide. 

But he confirmed the former 
ace had taken an overdose of a 
barbiturate and said he was in no 
danger after having his stomach 
pumped. 

Casagli said Borg, 32, was 
accompanied to the hospital by 
his fiancee, Italian singer Loreda- 
na Berte, 38, who raised the 


alarm around 9 a.m. Tuesday. 

The couple, who live together 
in Milan, announced last month 
that they planned to many. 

But the Roman Catholic 
Church said it had turned down 
Borg’s request for a church wed¬ 
ding in Milan this month because 
both had been married before. 

Borg’s adviser, Ingmar Alver- 
dal, reported after the church 
decision that both Borg and Berte 
“Are deeply shocked and don't 
know what to do next.” 

Borg retired from professional 
tennis in 19S3. He was one of the 
world’s greatest players in the 
late 1970s and won a record five 
consecutive Wimbledon titles be¬ 
tween 1976 and 1980. 


Aouita and O’SuIIiv; 
showdown quashed 


NEW YORK (AF) — The intri¬ 
guing possibility of a 1.6 
kilometres showdown between 
Said Aouita and Marcus O’Sulli¬ 
van was quashed when It was 
announced that the Moroccan 
i would run 3,000 metres at Friday 
night's Meadowlands Invita¬ 
tional. 

Aouita insisted Monday the 
decision was made by meet direc¬ 
tor Ray Lumpp. Lumpp insisted 
the decision was Aouita's. 

“If he wants to run the mile, I 
rdn the mile," Aouita told repor¬ 
ters at a luncheon. 

•A short time earlier Lumpp 
had said: “He said he felt more 
comfortable running the 3,000 
rather than the mile. His objec¬ 
tive is to go home with a world 
record. He said be would run the 


mile if I insisted. But he said he 
would .be berter prepared to run 
the 3,000." 

Obviously, Lumpp did not in¬ 
sist on Aouita running the mile, 
and Aouira did not insist on 
running the shorter distance. 

Under the circumstances, it 
would appear that Aouita was 
ducking O'Sullivan, who won the 
Meadowlands mile last year in a 
blazing 3 minutes, 50.94 seconds, 
the third-fastest indoor clocking 
in history. 

“It's very stupid to compare me 
with O'Sullivan," said Aouita, 
bolder of four world outdoor 
records, including the 1,500 
metres — the metric mile. “I 
don’t want anyone to tell me I’m 
afraid of Aouita. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
eiMO TiUtumi Madia SaMeas, Inc. 


NEUTRALIZE THE DISTRIBUTUION 


' Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* K 965 
? 8 7 3 

0 A 7 

* A 863 

.WEST EAST 

* J * Q 10 3 

? Q J 10 4 9 K 6 2 

v K 9 8 6 5 3 2 O Q 3 10 

• 4 * J 10 7 5 

SOUTH 

* A 8 742 
? A 95 

0 < 

. * KQ92 

' The bidding: 

North East South West 

Vasa Pass 1 * Pass 

4 * Pass 4 ♦ Pass 

Pass Pass 

• Opening lead: Queen of 7 
Looking at all four hands, the 

. play at fodSr spades is simple. How¬ 
ever, after a heart lead can you 
guarantee your contract, assuming 
■ trumps are no worse than 3-1, if all 
■you could see is your side’s assets? 

' North’s jump to three spades 
. ■showed a hand worth almost an 
opening bid and four-card support. 
.South bad more than enough to 
continue on to game. 

West led the top of his heart se¬ 
quence and, since there was no point 
’ to a holdup play, declarer took the 
ace. If trumps were 2-2, declarer 
could Haim the contract regardless 


o^the dub situation, so he cashed 
the king-ace only to leant that he 
had a loser in that suit. The club suit 
now became crucial. 

Looking at all four hands, it is 
obvious that' declarer can pick up 
the clubs with two finesses. But that 
would be a foolish line to adopt 
since a 3-2 break with split honors is 
far more likely than than the precise 
4-1 distribution that actually exist¬ 
ed. But declarer found a way to 
neutralize any distribution of the 
dnb suit. 

He. cashed, the ace of diamonds 
and ruffed a diamond, then cashed 
the king of dubs. With his ground¬ 
work completed, he exited with a 
bean. The defenders did as well as 
they could by taking their two bean 
tricks, ending in the East hand. East 
cashed his high trump but, since a 
red-suit lead would give declarer a 
ruff-sluff, he was forced to exit 
with a club; he chose the ten. 

Declarer let that ride round to 
dummy's ace. Had West followed, 
declarer would have cashed the 
queen and claimed. But when West 
showed out, the finesse for the jack 
was marked and the contract was 
safe. Note that, had declarer not 
cashed the long of dubs early, he 
would have been faced with a guess 
in the dub suit. South's line would 
have proved equally effective had 
dubs split 5-0, or if West held four 
dubs. Try it, if you don’t believe us. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 
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“If you like to watch TV while you 
eat, that’s fine. Stay tuned for 
Harriet Parker with the local news.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
g by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee\ 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


FYNAC 


TENFO 


LENZOZ 


ARIDAL 


Print answer here: 


WHAT THAT TIRESOME 
SPEECHMAKER COULC? 
NOT BE AFTER HE 
WAS CALLED ON. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form Uie surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow] 

Jumbtes: NOISY REBEL MARAUD SQUALL 
Answer; What the bodybuilder turned dam digger 
seemed to be—“MUSSEL ”-bound 


Borg was previously married to 
Romanian tennis player Mariana 
Simonescu. Their marriage ended 
in divorce after four years. Berte 
is divorced from an Italian 
businessman. 

Suicide denied 

Later in the day his adviser 
dnied speculation in the Italian 
media that he had tried to commit 
suicide. 

Goes home 

BoTg, who left the hospital 
after having his stomach pumped, 
told reporters with a smile: “I’m 
all right, it's all over.” 

In Stockholm his personal 
adviser, Ingmar Alverdal, told 
Swedish radio that Borg bad been ' 
struck by stomach pains after a 
meal in a Milan restaurant Mon¬ 
day night. 

“Borg took a couple of sleep¬ 
ing pills but didn't feel any better 



NBA Woundup 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Los 
Angeles Clippers moved to the 
brink of tying the NBA's sing¬ 
le-season losing streak Mon¬ 
day night, dropping their 19th 
straight game as Mark Aguirre 
and Sam Perkins keyed the 
Dallas Mavericks to a 129-111 
victory. 

Aguirre scored 16 of his 24 
points in third quarter as the 
Mavericks outscored the Clip¬ 
pers 41-18, going from a 59-54 
halftime deficit to a 95-77 lead. 

Perkins scored 26 points and 
Rolando Blackmon, who mis¬ 
sed the last four games with a 
dislocated finger, had 19 for 
the Mavericks, who snapped a 
10-game road losing streak. 

In the only other National 
Basketball Association game 
Monday night, Phoenix routed 
Utah 104-87. 

The single-season losing 
streak of 20 games was set by 
the 1972-73 Philadelphia 
76ers. The Clippers can match 
that mark Wednesday night 
when they play host to the 
Houston Rockets. 

The Clippers' franchise re¬ 


cord losing streak of 19 games 
was set late in the 1981-82 
season when the dub was in 
San Diego. 

Charles Smith led the Clip¬ 
pers with 23 points. 

Suns 104, Jazz 87 

Tom Chambers scored 11 of 
his 24 points in the fourth 
period as Phoenix averted a 
second-half collapse and post¬ 
ed its 28th victory, matching 
last year's total. 

Phoenix led 66-45 with 7:02 
left in the third quarter before 
a 20-6 Utah burst trimmed it to 
72-65. Hie Sons opened the 
fourth quarter with an 8-0 run, 
with Chambers hitting four free 
throws. Chambers added a 
three-point play, a layup and a 
jumper before Gilliam’s stuff 
with 3:42 left made it 97-75. 

Armon Gilliam had 22 
points and 11 rebounds, Kevin 
Johnson 19 points and 12 
assists and Mark West 12 re¬ 
bounds for Phoenix. Karl 
Malone led the Jazz with 19 
points. 


FORECAST FOB WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8,1989 


daily HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The Carroll RIghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Share the delight you feel toward 
others who need support or a help¬ 
ing hand. Confer with a loved one 
who may not feel that life Is going 
welL Keep the checkbook closed. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Ten¬ 
sion eases and cooler heads prevail 
today. Take a middle-of-the-road 
course and avoid confused 
situations. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) An 
old confrontation, possibly with a 
relative, has surfaced. This is the 
wrong timfc to tackle the emotions 
connected to it. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Your love of variety can be thrill¬ 
ing to you, but it can be boring for 
others who prefer orderly c h a n ge. 
Modify your conduct. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Don't vent negative feds on 
others unless you are prepared for 
a hostile response. Make the best of 
a demanding situation. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Take a 
simple and basic approach to daily 
activities. A long-term commitment 
or proposal may be made today. 
Keep it private until you are sure. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Ten¬ 
sion between you and someone im¬ 


portant calls for a decision. Open 
your mind io new possibilities if 
you prefer to make a change. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) The 
use and misuse of money is produc¬ 
ing a financial squeeze. Re-evaluate 
spending and saving procedures. 
Socialize with new pals. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
People will come around to your 
point of view if you will use logic 
and objectivity. Family and social 
affairs take up most of your time. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) When approaching that special 
someone, a little flattery will go a 
long way. If you feel Ignored, shine 
it on arid don't be discouraged. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
Get ont where the action is, and you 
will find the companionship you 
seek. New friendships could hold a 
very special surprise. 

AQUARIUS (Jon. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Creative, romantic and artistic af¬ 
fairs are emphasized. Cheerful 
friends are at your beckoned calL 
Spending could get out of hand. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Someone may try to get his hands 
in your pocket book. If this hap¬ 
pens. repayment of these loans may 
be impossible to collect. 


THE Daily Crossword by Berries Gordon 



I 


5 Titled ladies 
10 Influence 

14 Happy hour 
places 

15 Type of type 

16 Malayan boat 

17 Some shoe 
bottoms 

19 Rangy 

20 Glutted 

21 Rubbish 
23 Protection 


(withdraw 
hurriedly) 
25 NJ city 

2d In chains 

31 Devoured 

32 Send (moil 

34 Batteiy pa 

35 Gone 


39 Kind of ranch 

46 Actress Janls 
42 Grins 

44 Tuck's partner 

45 Turned away 

47 Skips over 

49 Seething 

50 Small amount 

51 Fragrance 

52 — » tee 

56 Rabbit relative 

57 All-weather 
wear 

59 Particular 

60 Climbing vine 
SI It wine town 

62 Obtains 

63 TV's Buddy 

64 Passing 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


9 Poem part 

10 Football 
player 

11 Kind of skirt 

12 Excellent 

13 Prattle 

18 Like s beaver 

22 Pro - 

24 Brilliantly- 
colored fish 

25 Cavort 

26 "Thereby 
hangs —" 

27 Dinner wear 

28 Taxed 


1 Fundamentals 30 Ocean floors 


nnnn nnnn nnnn 
moon □oonn nnno 
anon nnaao nniraa 
nnncinnifinnnnn 

non nonnno 
nnnraui noon non 
nnnnnnnnoootinn 
naan oon noon 
fioonnonnonnonin 
□on oooa □□□□□ 
□□□□an nnn 

ooonnnoonaan 
nnnn nnnran nono 
nnonr nnranra nnno 
□□□□ nnnn oooo 


2 — mrls 33 Normend of 

3 Allowance for sUentx 

waste 36 Roof parts 

4 Caught sight 38 AEF word 

of 41 Sch. subj. 

5 Preordains 43 Slow mover 

6 Bitter drug 46 WMt 

7 Weather word 48 Medicinal 

6 SL Lo summer plant 


50 Actress Irene 
61 Location 
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Swiss lose their ski crown 


BEAVER CREEK) Colorado (AP) — Hansjoerg 
Tauscher of West Germany, a non-winner in three 
seasons on the world cup circuit, won the gold medal 
in the weather-delayed men’s downhill Monday at 
the world alpine ski championships. 


Bjorn Borg 

so he derided to go to hospital," 
Alverdal said. 

“Borg is such a big name that 
even a perfectly normal hospital 
visit would spark this kind' of 
rumour.” 

Accompanied by his fiancee, 
Borg returned by taxi to their 
Milan apartment, where he spoke 
.briefly to journalists before 
rushing inside. 


Tauscher, 21, continuing a 
tradition of unexpected finishes 
in world championship competi¬ 
tion, was timed in 2 minutes,. 
10.39 seconds. 

Switzerland's Peter Mueller, 
the defending world champion in 
the downhill and a favourite in 
this race, finished 19-hundredths 
of a second back at 2:10.58 to 
take the silver medal, and Swiss 
teammate Karl AlpigeT won the 
bronze in 2:10.67, 

Swiss skiers claimed the next 
two places as well, with Daniel 
Mahrer finishing fourth in 2:20.91 
and William Besse fifth in 
20:10.94. 

Two other favourites, Marc 
Girardelli of Luxembourg and 
Pirmin Zurbriggen of Switzer¬ 
land, finished out of the top 10. 

Tauscher’s best previous finish 


in a world cup race was fifth in a 
downhill at Laax, Switzerland, 
Jan. 6. 

Tauscher used the same brand 
of skis as Switzerland's Maria 
WalUser, who won the women’s 
downhill Sunday, and said select¬ 
ing the right ski and Wax formula 
was vital to his victory. 

"My skis were very fast 
throughout the'course,” Taus¬ 
cher said. "I’m very surprised 
with this victory, because I was 
thinking at best to finish among 
the top 15.” 

Mueller said he was happy with 
the silver medal. “I do not con¬ 
sider it a defeat,” he said. U I 
skied to the limit. The difference 
between first and second is often 
a matter of luck. It was a fantastic 
course.” 


Zurbriggen wound up tied for 
15th, two seconds off the lead, 
and Girardelli was 21st, 2.38 
seconds behind Tauscher. 

Tauscher placed sixth in two 
other downhills and eighth in 
another in what has been clearly 
his best season. 

But no one expected his gold- 
medal breakthrough Monday. He 
had finished no higher than sixth 
in any of the four training runs. 

The race, originally scheduled 
for Saturday, was postponed 
when three feet of snow inun¬ 
dated Beaver Creek. Earlier, high 
winds interrupted training and 
contributed to a crash by Zurbrig¬ 
gen, leaving him with a bruised 
upper back and bruised ribs. 

Crews managed to clear the 
course of most of the fresh snow, 
but Monday's winning time was 
about two seconds slower than 
early training times on a harder, 
icier surface. 

Mahrer, with what was consi¬ 
dered a disadvantageous start 
number (2) because early racers 
had to plow through more loose 


snow, posted a quick time that 
stood up until Tauscher, with bib 
no. 9, came down. 

Tauscher was a M second 
behind Mahrer at the second in¬ 
termediate clocking, but had nar¬ 
rowed the gap to just two-hun¬ 
dredths at the fourth intermedi¬ 
ate, then made up the difference 
on the bottom pan, which fea¬ 
tured numerous bumps and rolls 
and some tight turns. 

Mueller, running 11th, and 
Zurbriggen, starting 15th, 
couldn't catch him, although 
Mueller was slightly faster 
through the founh intermediate 
docking. 

Unofficially, Norway’s Atle 
Skaardal placed sixth in 2:10.99, 
followed by three Austrians — 
Helmut Hoeflehner in 2:11.24, 
Peter Wirnsberger in 2:11.52 and 
Roman Rupp in 2:11.60. 

Klaus Gattennann of West 
Germany was 10th in 2:11.68. 
Canada's Rob Boyd was 11th in 
2:11.89, and 18-year-old Tommy 
Moe of Palmer, Alaska, took 
12th in 2:12.27. 


Scots look to sharp-shooter Mcinally 


LIMASSOL (R) — Scotland may 
rely on sharp-shooting newcomer 
Alan Mcinally to lead them in 
pursuit of a scoring spree against 
the part-timers of Cyprus in their 
world cup qualifying match 
Wednesday. 

Uncapped Mdnally's lethal 
touch in front of goal could prove 
vital if the Scots are to crush the 
whipping-boys of European 
group five and displace table¬ 
topping Yugoslavia. 

Second in the standings with 
three points from two matches, 
the Scots need to win by a healthy 
margin. They trail the Yugoslavs 
by two points and have a signifi¬ 
cantly inferior goal difference. 

Consequently Mcinally, the 
English First Division's leading 
scorer, seems certain to be 
awarded his first frill cap as the 
Scots go all out for goals. 

“This is an appropriate game to 
bring in Mcinally," Scotland 
manager Andy Roxburgh said 
when he nam«i the Aston Villa 
striker in his squad last week. 


“We must have someone in 
attack who is capable in the air 
and Cyprus appear vulnerable in 
that department.” 

Mdnally's place in the side 
seems all the more likely with 
doubts surrounding the fitness of 
Manchester United striker Brian 
McCIair. 

But Roxburgh is stressing the 
need for care as the Cypriots can 
pack a surprise. Last October 
they held troubled France to a 1-1 
draw at home and Roxburgh said 
Tuesday: ‘We have to treat small 
countries with respect. 

“They don’t have the quality 
players like Italy and Germany 
and so on but at home they're in a 
position to create problems for 
any team,” he added. 

Cypriot coach Panikos Iaco- 
vou's side has been weakened by 
mid-week up ties. Yet,he insists 
his team, which has scored just 
once in three games and con¬ 
ceded eight goals, is capable of 
pulling off another upset. 

‘We know the difference be¬ 


tween professionals and amateurs 
but football is probably the only 
sport where the weak can beat 
the strong,” said Iacovou, who 
was passed a Scottish F.A. 
coaching course. 

Limassol’s hard, uneven pitch 
will also assist the hosts but Scot¬ 
tish skipper Roy Aitken said his 


side's superior pace could hold 
the key. 

“We must get wired in and 
show some old Scottish passion in 
order to get the result we want. 
Andy Roxburgh has stressed that 
if we slow the game down it will 
suit the Cypriots perfectly,” he 
said. 


PSV faces uphill battle 


EINDHOVEN (R) — Depleted 
PSV Eindhoven must throw cau¬ 
tion to the wind Wednesday in a 
bid to overturn a 3-0 deficit and 
snatch the European super cup 
from underdogs Mechelen. 

The injury-hit European cham¬ 
pions, surprisingly overwhelmed 
by the Belgians in last week's first 
leg, will be without Dutch inter¬ 
national goalkeeper Hans Van 
Breukelen and three other regu¬ 
lars when they host the return 
leg. 

“We will try to forget about 
what happened in the first leg,” 


PSV manager Kees Ploegsma 
told Reuters. “We played with¬ 
out enough ‘concentration. We 
will try to remedy that but it will 
be a difficult match.” 

The Dutch champions and 
league leaders will also be with¬ 
out striker Wim Kieft, Ivan 
Nielsen and newly acquired 
Czechoslovak Libero Jozef Cho- 
vanec. But Danish defender Jan 
Heintze returns after missing the 
first leg. 

But rev’s chances of overhaul¬ 
ing the European Cup Winners’ 
Cup holders are not good. 


Cortina, home of the bobsleigh 


By Clare Lovell 

, Reuter 

CORTINA D’AMPEZZO ."Italy 
— Beefy international 1 6bbs- 
leighers are rubbing shoulders 
with refined society at Italy’s 
most fashionable resort this 
winter. 

For Cortina D'Ampezzo, high 
in the jagged dolomite mountains 
just south of the Austrian border, 
is the home of the world’s most 
challenging sled track as well as 
the town where moneyed Italians 
spend their holidays. 

The track, first built in 1924, is 
a 1,288-metre ice-snake of hazar¬ 
dous bends and curves which has 
claimed several lives over the 
years. 

“It is a drivers’ track because of 
the challenge,’' British Bob Coach 
Eddie Bojtler said. “But if you 
make a mistake it's quite likely 


Peanuts 


your brakeman mil end up in 
hospital," he added. 

Most of the sleds craTently 
negotiating r its deceptive" twists 
ariti'turhs as they domplete in the 
world bobsleigh championships 
were built in Cortina. 

The sport’s two constructors, 
Podar and Siorpaes, both based 
in the town, compete for business 
but in a friendly fashion, accord¬ 
ing to tourism director Ianni 
Milani. 

The East Germans and Rus¬ 
sians build their own sleds, but 
□early eve lyone else comes here 
and pays about 515,000 for a 
basic two-man vehicle. 

Cortina’s population of 7,500, 
which swells to over 40,000 at the 
height of the season, takes an 
active interest in the sport, which 
boasts a few passionate devotees 
round the world but rarely hits 
the headlines. 


During the two-man races this 
weekend several elderly men 
gathered in front of a huge screen 
in the town square showing the 
event and discussed the compara¬ 
tive merits of the dominant Swiss 
and East German teams in broad 
mountain accents. 

But for most of Cortina’s visi¬ 
tors the championships are in¬ 
cidental. 

They come for the impressive 
scenery of the Dolomites, laid 
down over millions of years as 
coral deposits when the area was 
still under the sea. 

They come to rub shoulders 
with the rich and famous, to stay 
in luxury hotels, enjoy good food, 
and pay extravagant prices in 
stylish shops. Some also come for 
the fine ski slopes, where they 
can show off the latest fashions in 
snow-wear. 

This year popular shades are 


purple, pink and fluorescent 
green — a trend apparently fol¬ 
lowed by many of the bobsleigh 
teams who sport garish multico¬ 
loured leggings and dazzling hel¬ 
mets. 

Only four slopes, fed by snow¬ 
making machines, are currently 
open here because of a drought 
that has gripped Italy, threaten¬ 
ing agriculture and ruining the 
winter sports season. 

“We have had 60 days con¬ 
tinuous sunshine — unfortunate¬ 
ly,” one hotel manager said. 

But Cortina, with its high de¬ 
nsity of fur coats, expensive 
jewellery and four-wheel drive 
runabouts, is suffering less than 
many Italian resorts which rely on 
skiing for survival. 

“Only about 50 per cent of 
tourists come here for the winter 
sports," said Milani, “the rest are 
here to be seen." 


VES, .MA'AM, 1 0 LIKE TO 
BUV A BOX OF VALENTINE 
CANPV FOR A GIRL WHO 
DOESN'T KNOW I EXIST... 


' &'• / 


NO, MAAM ..NOTHING 
^ TOO EXPENSIVE.. > 


I LL NEVER HAVE ' 
THE NERVE TO GIVE IT 
.TO HER ANVWAV.. J 





Mutt'n’Jeff 


PONT DRIVE 
=• ybUR CAR 
IF you HAD 
-TOO MUCrt. 
tqdrink^ 



WE HAD TOO MUCH 
TO DRIVE OUR OWN 
CAR/ 



Andy Capp 



LETS GO OUT FOR A 
DRINK, ANCsTHEN ON 
TO BINGO LIKE WE DID 
YESTERTW— IT TAKES 

--. AWMINDOFF 

l THESuBJECT 
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Opposition leader 
latest casualty in 


Japanese scandal 


TOKYO (AP) — The head of Japan’s Opposition 
Democratic Socialist Party stepped down Tuesday, 
the latest casualty of a major stock scandal, while 
other opposition leaders said they would call on the 
ruling party to purge itself of leaders linked to the 
scandal. 


Saburo Tsukamoto resigned as 
chairman of the third largest 
opposition party after party 
elders demanded he take respon¬ 
sibility for his links to a Stock- 
profiteering scandal that already 
has led more than 20 resigna¬ 
tions, including those of three 
cabinet ministers and three other 
opposition members. 

The 61-year-old party chief 
maintained he was innocent of 
any wrongdoing and was quitting 
for the sake of the party, which is 
facing a major upper house elec¬ 
tion in July. 

“If my resignation can bring 
gains for the party, I decided it is 
better for me to withdraw now/ 
be said. 

Tsukamoto was among influen¬ 
tial politicians and business lead¬ 
ers who were offered the oppor¬ 
tunity to purchase cheap, unlisted 
shares in Recruit-Cosmos Co., a 
real estate subsidiary of the in¬ 
formation-based conglomerate 
Recruit Co. 

The shares rocketed in value 
immediately after they were 
offered for public trading in 


October 1987. Tsukamoto admit¬ 
ted in December that be earned 
10 million yen ($77,520) in the 
transaction. 

Under Japanese securities 
laws, such transactions were not 
illegal but they have incited pub¬ 
lic outrage and raised questions 
of political ethics and finances. 

Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita has vowed to try to 
restore public trust in politics 
after the scandal led to the res¬ 
ignations of Kiichi Miyazawa as 
finance minister and deputy 
prime minister, Takasbi Hasega- 
wa as justice minister and Ken 
Harada as director general of the 
Economic Planning Agency. 

Takeshita and several other top 
officials of his Liberal Demom* 
tic Party, including Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Keizo Obuchi and 
Secretary General Shintaro Abe, 
also have been link ed directly or 
indirectly to the scandal. But 
Takeshita has denied any know¬ 
ledge of Recruit stock trading by 
his secretary, and has ruled out 
opposition demands to resign and 
call an early election. 


With the departure of Tsuka- 
moto — die only one of four 
opposition members linked to the 
y.anrial who had refused to step 
aside — the opposition was ex¬ 
pected to join forces to again 
demand the resignation of 
Takeshita and his entire cabinet 
-when parliament convenes 
Friday. 

Keigo Ouchi, secretary general 
of the Democratic Socialists, told 
reporters Tuesday that Tsukamo- 
to's resignation would have a 
“major political impact." 

“We have made our position 
clear in our own party... and now 
we plan to cooperate with other 
political parties” in clearing up 
the Recruit scandal, he said. 

The Democratic Socialists had 
formed a tacit alliance last year 
with Takeshita's party to give a 
semblance of unity as parliament 
passed the government’s tax bill. 
The Democratic Socialists were 
seen then as being tainted along- 
with the ruling party, and unable 
to take a high moral position. 

Takako Doi, chairwoman of 
the largest opposition Japan 
Socialist Party, welcomed the res¬ 
ignation, saying it would allow 
the opposition to join forces to 
“question foe responsibility of 
Takeshita and other ruling party 
officials” linked to the Recruit 
scandal. 



Rio carnival hits high point with samba parade 


THE RIO DE JANEIRO carnival reached its apex 
Monday with the city’s traditional “Samba 
School” parade, as thousands of Brazilians in 
plumes and sequins danced through downtown on 
the third day of the annual pre-Lenten revelry. 


Across the country, millio ns shed their worries 
and inhibitions and take part in the four-day 
festival of drinking, ifanring and sexual abandon 
that ends on Ash Wednesday. 



Kitty Dukakis 

Kitty 

Dukakis on 
the wagon 


BOSTON (R) — The wife of 
defeated Democratic presidential 
candidate Michael Dukakis has 
entered a hospital for a 30-day 
alcohol abuse treatment prog¬ 
ramme. 

Massachusetts Governor 
Dukakis announced Monday his 
wife, Kitty, 52, had developed an 
alcohol problem soon after he 
lost the presidential poll in 
November. During the campaign 
she disclosed her 1982 treatment 
for a 26-year addiction to diet 
pills, and said she had not used 
them since. 

Dukakis in a statement 
announced that she voluntarily 
had entered a Rhode Island hos¬ 
pital Sunday and in a later news 
conference praised her “very 
courageous” decision. 

He told reporters his wife had 
not had trouble with alcohol be¬ 
fore or during his presidential 
campaign but that a problem 
arose a few weeks after he lost to 
Republican George Bush. 

"Kjny has a way of rising to 
challenges. She is best in times of 
crisis. That was certainly true 
during the campaign...I thought 
she was magnificent,'* he said. 

After the campaign, “there 
were limited number of episodes, 
two or three, where she was 
clearly drinking excessively,” 
Dukakis said, adding that people 
with one substance abuse prob¬ 
lem may later have trouble with 
alcohol. 

“It doesn't matter if it's in a 
bottle or it's solid, if you're che¬ 
mically dependent you're chemi¬ 
cally dependent.” 


Borg—icy on court but not in private iife 


MILAN (R) — Sweden’s Bjorn 
Borg, wbo was briefly admitted 
to hospital Tuesday suffering 
from an overdose of barbitu¬ 
rates, became the outstanding 
tennis player of his era by dis¬ 
playing nerves of steel. 

But in contrast to his icy style 
on foe court, his personal life 
was marked by a succession of 
love affairs that provided con¬ 
tinuous material for Sweden’s 
popular press. 

Last year he split up with 
Jannlke Bjorling, his compan¬ 
ion since 1985, and took np with 
sultry, 38-year-old Italian pop 
anger Loredana Berte. 

She raised foe alarm Tuesday 
and accompanied him to hospit¬ 
al. A police spokesman said he 
was in no danger and would not 
comment on a report by the 
Italian news agency ANSA that 
Borg had apparently tried to 
commit suicide. 


Borg and Berte were tiring 
together in Milan and 
announced last month that they 
planned to marry. But foe Ro¬ 
man Catholic Chinch said It 
had tinned down Borg’s re¬ 
quest for a church wedding in 
Milan this month because both 
had been married before. 

Borg is best remembered for 
his Gve successive Wimbledon 
wins,'an achievement unmatch¬ 
ed by any other player before or 
since. But he abruptly retired at. 
the age of 27 after losing his 
Wimbledon title to American 
John McEnroe. 

Emerging on foe sporting 
scene in the early seventies, his 
shaggy long blond hair held 
back by a head-band, Borg 
inspired a new generation of 
tennis players. 

Disavowing public show¬ 
manship and temperamental 
outbursts, he won his first big 


title at foe age of 17. In 1975 he 
carried Sweden to its first Davis 
Cup victory and foe following 
year he swept to his first Wimb¬ 
ledon win. 

The son of a shirtmaker, 
Borg was born in the working- 
class south side-of Stockholm 
June 6 — Sweden’s national 
day — In 1956. He grew up in 
foe nearby industrial town or 
Soderfajje. 

His drills on foe court came 
to light when his father gave his 
eight-year-old son a tennis 
racket be bad won in a local 
table fainh tournament. At 14 
he dropped out of school to 
concentrate on the game that 
was to earn him an estimated 
$100 million. His rise was 
meteoric. 

He overwhelmed Romania's 
Hie Nastase for his first Wimb¬ 
ledon title, outlasted his arch- 
rival Jimmy Connors in the 


1977 and 1978 finals and beat 
two more American lefth¬ 
anders, Roscoe Tanner and 
John McEnroe, in 1979 and 
1980. Borg also won foe French 
championship and failed only to 
lift the U.S. Open crown de¬ 
spite reaching the final four 
rimes. 

While some fellow competi¬ 
tors reacted to disputed calls by 
smashing rackets, hurling 
abuse or sending foe ball b rat¬ 
ting into the crowd, an occa¬ 
sional raised eyebrow was 
Borg's only sign of emotion. He 
earned the nicknaibe *‘Ice- 
Borg.” 

In 1980, he went into tax exile 
in Monaco and married Roma¬ 
nian tennis player Mariana 
Sinrionescu. Foot years later 
they divorced and in 1985 he 
returned to Sweden to live with 
Bjorling, then a 17-year-old 
model. They have a son, Robin. 


Swedes who had once criti¬ 
cised Borg for leaving had given 
Him a warm welcome when he 
returned. The media in Sweden 
informed a fascinated public 
about his every move. 


He increased his wealth by 
developing a tine of men’s clo¬ 
thing and investing in real 
estate in central Stockholm. He 
was often spotted at the city's 
favourite watering holes. 

Leif Scfanlman, assistant edi¬ 
tor of entertainment magaz ine 
Hant I Veckan at Happened 
This Week), said part of the 
fairinaiinn with Borg was that 
readers liked to see how money 
did not always buy happiness. 

“People like foe idea that afl 
his millions have not given him 
stability in his private life.” 
Scfanlman said after his rela¬ 
tionship with Bjorling broke 

i_z 


Optimism 
in Warsaw 
parley 


WARSAW (AP) — Government 
and opposition leaders involved 
in unprecedented talks on Po¬ 
land’s fiiture have voiced optim¬ 
ism on prospects for change, but 
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa 
conceded that much distrust re¬ 
mains. 

Fifty-seven delegates repre¬ 
senting the opposition, the Com¬ 
munist Party and its allies, the 
government and the Roman 
Catholic Church met for about 
three hours Monday and agreed 
to break up iGto three working 
groups beginning Wednesday. 

One group will discuss econo¬ 
mic and social policy, one group 
trade unions and the other group 
political reforms, said a joint 
statement issued after the open¬ 
ing session in the ornate council 
of ministers palace in central 
Warsaw. 

Opposition spokesmen have 
said they expected the real work 
of the negotiations to take place 
in these groups, and the compli¬ 
cated negotiations could last six 
weeks. - 

The chief official at the nego¬ 
tiations, labelled “roundtable,” 
talks , was politburo member and 
Interior Minister Czeslaw Kisz- 
czak. Meanwhile, Walesa led a 
25-member group representing 
Solidarity and other branches of 
Poland’s opposition movement. 

Kiszczak told the gathering 
that introducing trade union free¬ 
doms was a question of bow it 
should be done, not if it should be 
done. But he said it would begin 
only if the talks produced a 
broader agreement on political 
and economic reform. 

“If we work out at the round 
table and officially announce to 
society a confirmed consensus on 
the idea of non-confrontational 
elections as well as support for 
planned political and economic 
reforms, there will be an immedi¬ 
ate possibility” to lift the ban on 
more than one trade union at a 
given factory. Kiszczak said. 

Walesa, meanwhile, seemed to 
be holding out for quick legalisa¬ 
tion. 

“We demand solidarity. We 
have the right to it,” Walesa said 
in a speech immediately following 
Kiszczak’s. 


Authorities had agreed in adv¬ 
ance that the talks could result in 
reinstating Solidarity, foe first in¬ 
dependent labour organisation in 
foe East Bloc. It was suppressed 
in a 1981 martial-law crackdown. 

In exchange, authorities seek 
an endorsement from foe opposi¬ 
tion for economic reforms that 
could increase prices of subsi¬ 
dised goods and cause unemploy¬ 
ment if outdated plants are 
closed. 


Bhutto plays down 
lndo-Pak tension 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
said Monday she was confident 
that efforts to reduce tension 
with India would survive a row 
over Pakistan’s development of 
long-range missiles. 

Id aa interview with Reuters, 
Bhutto dismissed the exchanges 
on the missile issue as a hiccup 
hi foe normalisation process be¬ 
tween Islamabad and New 
Delhi. 

Pakistan confirmed Sunday it 
had test-fired its first long- 
range rocket but denied charges 
by Indian Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi that it had developed 
the missiles to carry nuclear 
weapons. 

Gandhi warned Pakistan Fri¬ 
day that India would take steps 
to protect itself if reports or a 
missile test were true. 

Bhutto said: “I think the 
basic motivating force for im¬ 
proving relations and reducing 
tensions is there on both sides of 
the border. 

“I expect these hiccups will 
continue for a while but would 
not necessarily interrupt the 
momentum towards defhsing 
tensions. 7 * 


Bhutto and Gandhi met dur¬ 
ing a South Asian summit meet¬ 
ing in Islamabad last Decem¬ 
ber, raising hopes of improved 
ties between the two neighbours 
that have fought three wars 
since independence in 1947. 

Bnt political analysts say foe* 
threat of a new arms race could 
revive the old tensions. 

Bhutto recalled the history of 
recent tension between Pakistan 
and India, culminating in foe 
1987 massing of troops along 
the joint border. 

“It is very difficult to start a 
new process, and foe process of 
reducing (Iadia-Pakistaa) ten¬ 
sion comes after a long period 
of heightened tension which 
□early led to a conflict in 
1987,” Bhutto said. 

“But foe important point 
that I want to emphasise is that 
a good start was made,” she. 
said about meetings with Gan¬ 
dhi, which produced agree¬ 
ments mrt to attack each other's 
nuclear rites. 

The move was opposed by 
Bhutto’s right-wing critics, who 
want Islamabad to resist what 
they see as an Indian bid to 
dominate smaller neighbours. 



Pretoria unveils Mozambique plan 


Benazir Bhutto 

Analysts and diplomats in 
New D elhi said Gandhi might 
adopt a vote-grabbing, bellicose 
stand ahead of elections he must 
call by foe end of the year and 
return to the hardline posture 
of his late mother, Indira 
GandhL 

But Bhutto said: “These 
kinds of hiccups are expected 
and will perhaps have some 
effect on foe process of norma- 
tisation, but not reverse it.” 

Each side accuses the other of 
planning to acquire nuclear 
weapons and says its own nuc¬ 
lear programme is peaceful. 


CAPE TOWN (R)—South Afri¬ 
ca has proposed to the United 
States that a peace process similar 
to that which reached a settle¬ 
ment od Angola and Namibia be 
set in motion for Mozambique, 
Foreign Minister Pik Botha said 
Tuesday. 

Briefing foreign correspon¬ 
dents, Botha said he made foe 
suggestion last December to then 
U.S. Secretary of State George 
Shultz. 

Botha was in foe United States 
in December for signing cere¬ 
monies under which an estimated 
50,000 Cuban troops are being 
withdrawn from Angola in ex¬ 


change for South Africa granting 
independence to the former Ger¬ 
man colony of Namibia. 

The foreign minister said Tues¬ 
day he had not yet had any 
feedback from the new Bush 
administration about his idea. 

He said foe proposal was to 
repeat in Mozambique foe unex¬ 
pected success achieved last year 
by the U.S.-brokered negotia¬ 
tions on the western side of 
southern Africa. 

“The idea is that if we could 
have done it in a very difficult 
area in the west, why can’t we do 
it in the east?” 

He said acceptance of foe idea 


would depend on the agreement 
of foe Mozambican government, 
but he believed Maputo would be 
amenable to foe idea. 


The Mozambican government 
is fighting a desperate civil war 
against right-wing rebels of the 
Mozambique National Resistance 
(MNR). 

Mozambique accuses South 
Africa of backing foe MNR, a 
charge Pretoria denies. 

An issue of major concern to 
both countries is the plan to 
reactivate Africa’s biggest hydro¬ 
electric project at Cahora Bassa 
in Mozambique. 


Manila denies negotiations with Marcos 


MANILA (AP) — President 
Corazon Aquino's spokesman de¬ 
nied Tuesday that the govern¬ 
ment had agreed to negotiate 
with ousted leader Ferdinand 
Marcos on his plea for permission 
to return from exile. 

Presidential spokesman 
Teodoro Benigno said a govern¬ 
ment official bad been dispatched 
to foe United States to talk with 
Marcos’ attorneys in an attempt 
to verity reports that he was 
willing to plea bargain on U.S. 
criminal charges. 

But Benigno denied Vice-Pres¬ 


ident Salvador Laurel's claim that 
foe government had agreed to 
negotiate with Marcos’ family ab¬ 
out the ailing former president's 
plea to be allowed to return from 
exile in Hawaii before he dies. 

Asked if Aquino had approved 
negotiations with Marcos, Benig¬ 
no replied, “No, no, of course 
not.” 

Marcos and his wife, Imelda, 
face U.S. criminal charges for 
allegedly embezzling more than 
$100 million from foe Philippines 
and stashing much of it in foe 
United States. 


Benigno said Mateo Caparas. 
chairman of the presidential 
Commission on Good Govern¬ 
ment, had flown to New York to 
verify reports that Marcos was 
willing to plea bargain with U.S. 
authorities on those charges. 


A former cabinet minister has 
meanwhile said be collected more 
than S4.5 million in kickbacks 
from Japanese companies for 
Marcos and deposited the money 
in a Swiss bank account, accord¬ 
ing to court documents obtained 
Tuesday. 


Paraguay opposition uneasy 


ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) — 
Opposition politicians who have 
for years pushed for free and fair 
elections say coup leader Andres 
Rodriguez' setting of elections for 
May 1 will not give them time to 
organise campaigns. 

Some say they believe Rodri¬ 
guez set the early date precisely 
because the opposition cannot 
possibly be ready by then to 
mount a serious challenge to foe 
long-entrencfaed ruling party. 

Rodriguez, who ousted dicta¬ 
tor Alfredo Strocssner in a bloody 
coup last week, dissolved par¬ 
liament Monday and set foe May 
1 date for presidential and con¬ 
gressional elections. 

He said only foe Communist 
Party would be banned from 
fielding candidates. 

At the first presidential news 
conference Paraguayans can re¬ 
member, foe 65-year-old Rodri¬ 
guez denied rumours of his in¬ 
volvement with foe drug trade, 


saying they “were spread by peo¬ 
ple trying to defame me.” 

He said Paraguay, reputedly a 
major transit point for cocaine, 
would crack down on narcotics 
trafficking and cooperate in inter¬ 
national anti-drug campaigns, in¬ 
cluding those of foe U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration. 

Rodriguez also denied reports 
that as many as 300 people died by 
foe coup. He said foe dead and 
wounded together did not exceed 
50. 

Upon taking power Friday, 
Rodriguez promptly promised 
democratic reforms. But the 
opposition expressed scepticism 
about his hasty calling of elec¬ 
tions. 

“I personally can’t even be a 
candidate for anything because 
I'm not registered” to vote, said 
Domingo Laino, a former politic¬ 
al exile and leader of what is 
thought to be Paraguay’s biggest 
opposition group, foe Authentic 


Radical Liberal Party. “Our peo¬ 
ple are not registered” either, he 
said. 

Laino suggested foe May 1 
election date “could be inter¬ 
preted as a trap” set by foe ruling 
Colorado Party, which alter 41 
consecutive years in power is rich 
and well-organised. 

Stroessner. now in exile in 
Brazil, ruled Paraguay for 
nearly 35 years after seizing pow¬ 
er in a 1954 coup and was foe 
Colorado Party’s candidate every 
five years in elections widely be¬ 
lieved to be fraudulent. 

A Brazilian Foreign Ministry 
official said Monday Stroessner 
was free to go where he wants in 
Brazil under the terms of his 
exile. 

The official in Brasilia said 
Stroessner was in no way con¬ 
fined to foe guest house of foe 
state hydro-electric company in 
central Brazil where he is now 
staying. 



Paraguayans cele brat e the coup (hat toppled Alfredo Stroessner 
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Todd Bridges faces 
murder attempt 
charge 


LOS ANGELES (AP) —Televi¬ 
sion actor Todd Bridges has been 
ordered held without bail on an 
attempted murder charge after a 
judge declared him a danger to 
the community. Bridges, 23, 
charged Monday with shooting a 
roan five times and trying to slash 
his throat, was silent except to 
acknowledge his name and that 
he was pleading innocent to the 
charges. The court said an affida¬ 
vit filed by police indicated that 
Bridges was heavily involved in 
cocaine use. “According to. wit¬ 
nesses. he sells sometimes to sup¬ 
port his habit since he has spent 
much of his TV show earnings,” 
foe judge said, reading from the 
affidavit. Bridges played in the 
TV series “DifFrent Strokes" be¬ 
tween 1978-86. Giving an account 
of the alleged crime, foe affidavit 
said Bridges allegedly said Ken¬ 
neth Clay, 25, last Thursday 
while he was standing, then 
emptied a gun into him as he lay 
on the floor at a house in south¬ 
central Los Angeles known as a 
drug hangout. The judge said 
Bridges then left and got a knife, 
came back and allegedly tried to 
slash Clay's throat, cutting his 
jaw, according to the affidavit. 
Attorney Johnnie Cochran, rep¬ 
resenting Bridges, told foe judge: 
“I think much of what the court 
heard is hearsay and may not be- 
true. But I can’t disprove it at this 
time." Milton noted that Bridges 
has a prior conviction involving a 
fake bomb report for which he 
was placed on probation in 1987. 
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Bomb threat scares 
the media 


SYDNEY (AP) — One of Au¬ 
stralia's largest news media build¬ 
ings was evacuated Tuesday fol¬ 
lowing a bomb scare from an 
anonymous caller claiming to be a 
Libyan sympathiser. The 2GB 
building, owned by John Fairfax 
and Sons which publishes foe 
Sydney Morning Herald news¬ 
paper and housing foe commer¬ 
cial 2GB radio station, was shut 
down for three hours while police 
investigated the bomb threat. 
The building also has offices for 
the domestic Australian Associ¬ 
ated Press, foe Associated Press, 
Agence France-Presse, New Zea¬ 
land Press Association and foe 
Kyodo News Agency of Japan as 
well as foe Asian Wall Street 
Journal. The caller,, speaking 
with an Irish accent, claimed to 
represent a group called the Li¬ 
byan Peoples Front. The first call 
was made to AFP, foe French 
news agency, saying a bomb bad 
been planted on foe 4fo floor of 
foe building which houses corres¬ 
pondents from the international 
media. Two other calls were 
made to commercial radio station 
2GB. No motive was given for 
foe bomb hoax. Police searched 
foe eight-storey building and later 
declared it safe to return. 
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Turning from music 
to recipes 


NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 
— Country music singer Randy 
Travis, a former short-order 
cook, is putting out a book con¬ 
taining his favourite redpes. his 
spokeswoman says. “He does 
cook a lot and there are certain 
things he does well,” publicist 
Evelyn Shriver said. “He likes to 
barbecue a* lot and be likes to 
make spaghetti.” Travis was 
cooking at a Nashville nightclub 
more than three years ago when 
he was discovered and signed a 
recording contract. Since then, he 
has sold 6 million records, includ¬ 
ing “forever and ever, amen" and 
his current "deeper thaq the hol¬ 
ler.” The recipes are being com¬ 
piled, but no release date for foe 
cookbook has been set, Ms. 
Shriver said. 


4 


Superstar Sopranoi 
to sing for charity 


NEWCASTLE UPON TY? 
England (AP) — Superstar S 
rano Dame Joan Sutherland: 
agreed to sing at a charity cow 
this fall, organisers say. The C 
11 concert hopes to raise at Ic 
587,000 for foe Prince’s Tn 
which- helps needy young peoi 
said Eric Jubb and Ged Qyths 
who work for foe Tyneside < 5 f* 
cil. Both men are deyotec^fans 
foe 62-year-old Australian';tir 
whose husband, conduct 
Richard Bonynge, will serve 
accompanist for the concert^ 
struck up a friendship, with .Dai 
Joan after she agreed to-meet 
after a performance at ; C6w 
Garden 10 years ago andjpefij 
been to see her every 
been in Britain since,” 
last week. “The last 
asked her if foe would 1 
at Newcastle, and we" 
lutely bowled over 
she would and told us. to 

with her m anager and ~ 

















